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Clara Wallock Interview Transcript 
How would you describe yourself! 
Myself now? I've never thought about that. I do think I'm more outspoken, more forward 
than I was as a younger person. I've always attributed-I had an older brother and an 
older sister that seemed to be idolized by all the adults in the family because they were 
curly-headed blonds and I was coal-black hair, straight as a poker. And I remember as a 
child when we had visitors they'd all fuss over the tousle-headed blonds, and it just 
seemed like they didn't even know I was there. And I remember I would find a big chair 
just to hide behind because they didn't pay attention to me anyhow. When my older 
sister, who's only two years older-because my parents ended up having five children, 
my sister gained responsibilities early, probably earlier than she should have; I think in 
those days responsibilities were assigned sooner too-and she kind of tried to rule me, 
which I resented [laughter]. We're really better friends now than we were then, I think 
we're on more of an even keel. 
As far as speaking in public comfortably, I don't feel I did that until about 20 years ago 
when I was in a position where I had to do that. And it really came easier than I thought, 
when I realized-and it came rather unexpectedly because my director was ill for several 
weeks and I had to take charge of some things we had planned-I worked at the senior 
center at the time. Prior to that I worked for 20 years in the business office at the local 
hospital. I was hosting Medicare and Medicaid ... personal pay accounts-I was put in a 
position where I had to talk to people. 
What do you mean, "talk to people"? 
When they did not understand their bills, they could not understand Medicare's payment 
system, because Medicare does not pay everything. Some of them in those days had 
several policies, but if Medicare didn't pay their policies didn't pay, and they felt they 
should be getting money from everybody. And I must admit I agreed with them. You pay 
a premium on five policies you feel like you should receive payment when you have a 
claim. 
But what was it about the position that allowed you to become more outspoken? 
Can you describe the process of becoming more outspoken, or how your feelings 
changed? 
I feel I had learned the job well enough that I felt confident-I knew it well enough that I 
could answer correctly in spite of how upset maybe the people were. And naturally they 
did get upset. It was difficult sometimes to explain to them that this was not the hospital's 
problem, it was between Medicare's rules and the particular insurance they had bought. 
Now I think the public understands-unless they get certain types of policies that pay 
them directly, unless they pay them by day rather than by service, then they come out all 
right. At that time, medical and life probably both were very reasonable. And a lot of the 
people who had gone through the Depression, the last thing they wanted to do was be 
stuck with bills. I had one gentleman who had 10 different policies. And he did have a lot 
of medical problems and he had peace of mind thinking 'well, I'm not going to be stuck 
with any bills.' And he expected us to bill every one of those, which of course is much 
more time-consuming for us ... 
But just having to communicate-since I kind of hid from people as a younger child, for 
me to reach the point where I could comfortably talk to adult strangers, more or less. I got 
along with my coworkers, I got excellent evaluations for many years. 
How do you feel that helped you in the positions you went on to do after that, in 
your life after that? 
Going back to my first full-time job after high school, in business college-typing was 
my favorite, and that was before we had the computers and all that. I started out in the 
dictaphone department, but that company also had a huge accounting department that was 
always wanting the Dictaphone department to type up their financial reports, which were 
always very wide and lengthy. Well, there were very few of the Dictaphone operators that 
wanted to work with the numbers, but I didn't mind it, I'd really rather do the financials 
than the actual transcribing of the Dictaphone. And I know I was very respected by the 
accounting department for my accuracy. And I think that really built my self-confidence 
and my self-worth, because in my younger days I didn't feel that since I had siblings that 
outshined me in the eyes of many. Now when we had little children around, when we had 
family gatherings, it was always me that-and I did like children, considered even going 
into being a kindergarten teacher at one time-but it seemed like they used me-I had 
talents that they used, but I never felt it was really appreciated. Do you know what I 
mean? 
What was it about your brother or sister, what made them seem to stand out? 
In my mind it was always because they were more attractive than I was in the eyes of 
adults. I went through a period when I wondered if I wasn't adopted because I was in 
appearance so different. They had light hair and blond curls and I was just the contrast-
our skin colors were I guess the same, but I felt as a young child that people favored 
them. At that time they didn't make a point of how important it was to treat all the 
children in the family the same way [pause]. Do you know what I'm trying to say? I'm 
not sure if I am [laughter]. 
Well, I mean-we'll slowly-maybe it'll become more clear as we talk more. 
It may be hard for someone in your generation to relate to that. 
So you think it was more normal for people to treat children unequally? Or there 
wasn't pressure to treat all children equally? 
I can't say I can truthfully answer that, because-maybe we all had different qualities. I 
can't say my mother was partial and my father was partial. My mother was so busy-
there was no automatic anything in those days, and when you have a large family, and it 
took from morning till night to do the washing and mending and ironing and cooking. I 
know she for many years made matching dresses for my sister and I, so I can't say she 
was partial to either one of us. 
I guess it was my grandfather that was the worst about it. I never felt that he liked me at 
all. He always went for my older sister, as far as even bringing anything. So he was 
always definitely partial. My grandparents had huge wardrobes, which was popular in 
Europe. 
Like a physical wardrobe, like furniture. 
They do not have closets over there. If you had a closet, it's considered another room and 
it was taxed. And it's still that way. And I remember-I was small for my age, and when 
he would come he would set me on top of this wardrobe. Well, to a little kid it felt like 
the top of a mountain, and it was far too high for me to try to jump, and I would sit up 
there and holler and scream and he wouldn't take me down for what seemed like a long 
time. And we got to the point-I've told you my mother was Protestant and my father 
was Jewish, so we had the benefit of observing both holidays-and over there, St. 
Nicholas came around ten, fifteen days before Christmas to check on the children and see 
if you were good or bad. And if you were good, you got oranges and nuts, which was a 
scarcity in those days, or you got a switching and a lump of coal. Well, St. Nicholas was 
around that particular year, and to this day I don't know what I could have done-but I 
was always the good little girl. I think I always tried to be good, because I was always 
trying to win other people's affection and attention-and he came, talked to the three of 
us, and he gave my brother and sister the oranges and nuts, and I got a switching and a 
lump of coal! In my slippers is what we set out. 
Who was playing Santa? 
Well, as St. Nicholas was leaving the house, he lowered his head as he went out the door, 
and I recognized the back of my grandfather's neck. And to this day-I really didn't like 
the man. I didn't like him before and that just kind of sealed it. When you're six or 
seven-now children are too mature to believe in Santa that long, but in those days-I 
know my oldest granddaughter it was getting embarrassing, and I always said I think 
she's doing it for her mother's sake, because her mother didn't want her to-or her little 
brother's sake. I brought that up to my mother years later [ clarified: her father's father] 
and she actually remembered that. And she said 'I had told him to give you a talking to, 
but I certainly'-since it was a rare treat that we got the oranges and nuts, she said she 
was upset with him also. But she couldn't remember that I could have don . always 
thought I was the good little girl in the family and that it was my sister that gave them a 
hard time. 
Do you think that it really was that you had dark hair and they had blond hair? 
I don't know, that's what always stuck in my mind. 
[ continuing] Would that be a German value or was that valued in Mount Vernon 
too? 
Oh-not in Mount Vernon. 
I guess I'm wondering if you felt different in Germany and after you came here, if it 
changed. 
Well, I guess it was a different feeling in Germany because we learned that we were not 
liked at all because of our religious beliefs. And it made it really worse because my 
mother was a Protestant. When my father and mother got married that was no problem, 
because they got married in the mid-20s, and there was actually a ~aw passed in 1933 
where they were just basically outcast if they had married like that. Tfie Protestant was 
considered a Jew but even worse because they had crossed the line, more or less. 
One of my recollections-when things got so bad in Germany, just the fact that you had a 
relative in the United States seemed to give you, in my mind, because of the things I 
overheard adults talking about-it just gave you a different status, because over there, I 
thought made it sound like the streets in America were paved with gold, and money was 
growing on trees, and all the little girls had blond curly hair-. And I was nine, it sounds so 
immature now, but I always thought my hair was going to tum blond and curly when I 
got to the United States! I'm still waiting. I can curl it now but I can't tum it blond. And 
I'm still looking for the money tree and the streets paved with gold [laughter]. 
But we were-by the time we left we were considered such outcasts and we were so 
fearful for our lives, I was so afraid to go back and forth to school because I was actually 
threatened coming and going by some SS members lived along my route, their teenage 
sons who delighted in picking on little kids, standing there with their trained German 
police dogs making it look like they would sic them on you. I know there was a-
apparently no other logical way for me to get back to school, or my parents would have 
pointed it out to me. I don't know if my sister had to be in class early-we never seemed 
to walk together. But there again, she was 10 and 11, but she was a very mature 10 and 
11, and I think the teenage SS, he looked at her differently than he did when I was this 
little gal that came along. 
And I remember walking past this one home-of course most of their yards, the green 
space was very limited, and their homes were encased in a fence. There was a set of twins 
that were just a little bit younger than I am, and I think at one time they were even in the 
same class. Why all of a sudden they didn't come to class I don't know. But there was a 
hole open in their fence, and they would watch for me to come back and forth, and they 
would throw stones over the fence to hit me. And finally one day I had enough and I 
picked up a stone and threw it over the fence. And I heard one of them squealing and 
squawking. And to this day I don't know whether I hit him or whether he was so 
dumbfounded that I was defending myself. But the next thing I knew their mother came 
flying through the fence door, chased me up the street, up into-we lived on the second 
floor, and I remember stumbling-I got up the flight of stairs on the outside, which must 
have been four or five-at the time it seemed like a lot of big high stairs. And I got into 
the hallway and to the bottom of the steps leading upstairs. Maybe I got up to about the 
third step when I stumbled and the mother caught up with me. And she just hit me and hit 
me because I had-it was okay for her boys to do it. And to this day-my mother heard 
the commotion and came out into the hall, looking down the steps, and she was just 
helpless, she could not help me. She knew there was no point in calling the authorities 
because she knew they were going to stick up for the other mother, and-you know, 
things like that traumatize you. It's been-yeah, sixty-plus years. 
But she didn't go try to-make the woman stop? 
She might have also been so dumbfounded. Plus, it was hard for my mother to go 
downstairs. She was born with a birth defect, and she could easily have tumbled down 
and it could have made matters worse. I just remember she had a helpless look on her 
face. Finally the mother quit and went away. I will say those boys never did that after 
that, so maybe their mother did get on their case [pause]. I don't know. I told you when I 
start talking I [trails ojJ] 
Oh no-it makes my job easier [pause]. So I guess I'm wondering-you said people 
didn't value you much when you were younger, but it seems like it's related to both 
your family and to your experiences in Germany. 
Well you know, it probably-I remember my grandmother-I can't remember any family 
member being outright mean to me. I'm sure I thought my sister was at times because she 
was the know-it-all [laughter]. Actually, I have memories of getting more attention from 
my grandmother than my mother because my mother was so busy. My grandmother and 
my aunt had a family dry-goods store, the only one in town. 
Here in Mount Vernon? 
No, in Germany. [verified name of town: Guntersplum]. It's between Mainz and Worms. 
Frankfurt's another big town-it's more known than Worms I think. Mainz is pretty well-
known. 
So Guntersplum was a small town? 
Yeah. Of course they were open six days a week, but Sunday afternoon it was my sister 
and my pastime-that's one time we did get along-the store, it's hard to imagine 
nowadays-I don't have a picture handy. It was also my grandparents' and my aunt and 
uncle's residence. I can't think of where I have a picture-maybe I'll have it by the next 
time you come. But the store was in front, and my grandparents had an apartment in 
back, and it was a large home and it had a courtyard. My aunt and uncle were upstairs 
and on the third floor was the maid. And every Sunday, or-it seems like every Sunday, 
my sister and I would go to my grandma's store and we'd play store. And all of the 
materials were in bolts, like you see at Wal-mart in the craft area, and the buttons were in 
separate boxes with just a sample button on the outside of the cardboard box. They were 
about the size of what your checks come into from the bank. We'd go through the fabrics 
and we'd try to match what buttons look nice with buckles or whatever. And I never 
knew until years later my aunt brought up the fact she had to straighten our messes up 
[laughter]. I thought we were putting things back, the way we had gotten them out, but 
apparently we got buttons mixed up. But you know she never scolded us, and this was 
way into my adult life, I must have been telling somebody about one of my pastimes, 
playing store. I don't recall there was cash in the register but I remember we had play 
money, we'd pretend. 
But she never scolded you? 
No. but I bring that up because I also said I didn't feel that I was ... as worthy as my older 
brother and sister. [ corrects self] younger brother, older sister. 
Maybe you could talk about your older sister. What's her name? 
Frederica [spells]. 
Oh, that's interesting. I've never heard that name before! How much older was she 
than you? 
She was only 2 years and 12 days, but she was a far more physically mature than I was. 
She looked like she was 16. she physically developed early, and consequently she started 
menstruating early, and she took me under her wing to prepare me instead of leaving that 
up to my mother. I mean, she-and she was that way really a lot through her adult life. 
Then about in '74 she and her husband moved out to California, and that was really-we 
got along a lot better when she was out there [laughter]. And really now-she's 80, and 
she lost her husband a year ago, and she's really-it just always seemed like-w_e o 
one thing, she's a greedy person, and I'm the other way, and fhat, you know, bothered 
me. I'm not that materialistic. But if you gave her three of something, she would have 
liked to have four. And that was a contention between us. 
So she still lives in California? 
Yeah. And I hope she stays there. [I laugh]. I like her better there. And actually she has 
no desire to come back to Ohio, she says she couldn't take the weather. 
Where in California does she live? 
La Verne, which is a suburb of L.A. but really, since she's lost her husband, it seems like 
she's gotten more human. It seems like she's far more compassionate of our younger 
sister, who lost her husband years ago. And us-she and Thomas, oh, they didn't like 
each other at all. And I think it's because they both are strong personalities. And of 
course he resented her treating me the way she did verbally. Her way was always better. 
Her children were always better, that type of a [pause]. She was different. I don't meant 
to downplay, but she was. I've talked about it with my other siblings at times and they 
agree [pause]. She didn't even want to come to Thomas and my wedding! [pause] I think 
she always, she was looking for something better, I don't think she really ever found it, 
not to her satisfaction. It didn't make her any happ-I know she hasn't been any happier 
than I have, in my adult life and my marriage and so forth. She was always striving for 
something-but not really working for it? I've used the term, forgive me-con artist. 
That's really interesting! 
You can't use real names [in this]. 
I'll probably use real names and then we'll go back through and decide how we 
want to change them. 
You don't know how it might get out to California! [pause] I always felt that everybody 
she did something for she expected something in return. Have you ever met somebody 
like that? [yeah]. And you see why I thought maybe I was adopted? [laughter]. To this 
day! [pause] I guess she's becoming more humble. 
You felt like she was looking for something more-do you mean money or material 
things? 
Material things. And she was one of these that because she was the oldest in the family 
she thought she should have her first choice at everything. 
Did the other adults in the family reinforce that? Did they encourage that kind of 
behavior with her? 
I had an aunt that may unconsciously have done that. My sister seemed more like a 
daughter to this aunt because in a sense they were both hard workers, but they both really 
wanted a reward for everything they did. It seemed like they always-my aunt was a very 
doting person, but yet she expected a lot of attention from others for her too. My-I guess 
I always thought if I want to do something for somebody, I'm going to do it, but I don't 
expect them to tum around and do something special for me. But my aunt, who never had 
children-every birthday I always said if they would name her birthday a national 
holiday she would be delighted [laughter]. For days, weeks beforehand she would tell her 
friends, her neighbors, her relatives that her birthday was coming up. She did live to be 
93 years old, she was a strong soul, and widowed like 17 years. But while she was 
married she had the most henpecked husband because she made him that way, and we 
always thought 'Oh my gosh, if she's ever alone, what's it going to be like?' but she 
became very strong, and handled her finances till a few days before her death and lived 
alone. But she manipulated people to help her [laughter]. You know, you didn't pay for 
any help, just kind of sob story that made people feel they had-and at 92 you needed to, 
she'd used that game a long time. 
But what I was trying to say about her birthdays, she would go as far as saying 'well, I 
don't have any daughters to bake me a birthday cake,' and she ended up with five or six 
birthday cakes [laughter]. She fared far better than my mother who had five children and 
got one big birthday cake. Do you see what I'm trying to say about playing on people's ... 
she was a very conservative person, even on herself. I was just telling-I guess it was our 
grandson, who had never met the lady, my father was telling [unclear] 'I wish you could 
have met Aunt Friedl.' 
She was one of a kind. She had a pair of shoes that she brought from Germany. Of course 
having the store they were in a position to have some good-quality brand. Anyway, she 
had this pair of shoes, called Salamanders, and I guess they're still making Salamander 
shoes over there. But she'd lost a lot of weight over the years, and that shoe in the back 
was a good inch extended. Do you think she would quit wearing those? And every time I 
would pick her up she had those on, I wanted her to change them. I said 'Aunt Friedl, 
they're not even safe for you to wear, they're way too big.' And of course I thought 
people would think 'why in the world doesn't Clara get that woman a pair of shoes?' and 
the same way in the wintertime she wouldn't want to wear boots no matter how nasty it 
was out. And I would say 'I'm not taking you anywhere unless you put your boots on.' 
Because if she fell, it would be my fault. 
So she came over to Mount Vernon from Germany also? 
She came a week before we did. [ clarify: mother's or father's sister?] She was my 
father's sister. And really, she was a very good woman. She and her husband actually had 
made plans to go to Brazil where her husband had a brother and his family. And in April 
of '38, my uncle, who lived in the United States, his wife died of childbirth when they 
had their second baby. Their first one was four years old. She died a few days after 
~ childbirth. So here he was, over here and all by himself with two little children. And my 
t/v:n aunt-they were going to leave anyhow, they saw the writing on the wall. But their plans 
were to-and they were in the process of going to Brazil to escape the Nazis. But she 
came over here to help her brother with his two little ones. It ended up my mother had to 
do a lot of the helping because my aunt didn't really know how to handle an infant-
she'd only had her nieces and nephews on Sunday afternoons. ut t ere again she took 
all the credit, and there was my mother with her own four and five going every day to 
help out. 
[confirming: 2 brothers and Friedl. One Clara's father and the other the uncle 
already here]. That was the family that had come from Germany? 
! to c. My uncle had had an engineering degree in Germany, but he wasn't able to find any jobs. 
• He came in, I would say, the late '20s. he had a college brother or something-he 
encouraged him to come here and that's how our family had any connection. He was 
working in Pennsylvania for a local company and they transferred him to Mount Vernon. 
My aunt came alone because her husband was of Polish descent and he could not leave 
when she did, which turned out to be very unfortunate ... my uncle who was already over 
here, his name was Leo, very educated man. And y aunt Friedl wasihe oldest of the 
three, my father was the youngest. fLother]. My parents tried as early as 1933 to get us 
out and immigration codes were so tigbt that they wouldonly let them have two, and we 
were a family of four at the time. My uncle over here suggested they send my sister and I. 
_,, 
he and his wife were willing to take us on, you know, just to keep us safe. But my mother 
could not envison letting two children go across that big ocean, she didn't know she'd 
ever see us again. And it was '38 before we got out, and e were on the last passenge 
snip to get ou for a number of years. ~ut my aunt left a week or ten days before we did, 
and she came on the Bremen, which was a German steamship, one of their big ones. We 
were on an American, the New York, New York. ~lien we were on the ocean is when 
Kristalnacht took place. November gtti or 9th, mewhere in there. I remember people 
eard a out it on the boat and of course people were very tense, there were a lot of 
immigrants leaving. But I remember when the steam captain announced that the Bremen 
was passing, and the Bremen was heading back to Germany because it was a German 
boat. My dad was so relieved because he knew that my aunt had made it. I don't know 
how long her boat took because hers was a more high-class one than we ... we were on the 
waters 11 nights and 11 days. 
You're one of a small group of people now who's actually traveled across the 
Atlantic by boat! 
It was an adventure. But unfortunately, most ofus, except my sister-dam it!-and my 
little sister, most of us were so seasick that we couldn't really enjoy any of it. We were 
not first class. My uncle had to foot the bill for all of us, and he did have his sister come 
first class since she was traveling alone, he felt it was safer. And by the time we came 
over we had 4 children. So that was quite a bill for my uncle. [pause] my parents had 
another child after they were here for several years. 
So your youngest sibling was an American citizen. 
100% American citizen, which my father was so proud of. I'm sure other people thought 
all they needed was another child! 
~~ ~o 0~ 
[confirm: when all born? Frederica in 1926, Clara in 1929, Paul in 1932, Gretchen in 
1937, and Robert/Bob in 1940. Gretchen turned 1 on Nov. 15, 1938, right after arrived in 
U.S. on Nov. 11, 1938.]. 
I'm really close to all of them, and I guess slowly I'm beginning to get close to my oldest 
sister [laughter]. 
But you really don't see her much. (Yl'1b <ft,) '. Prnn h> k_ ~ 
~ 
No. She used to come-she had a daughter that was in the airlines that was able to get her 
free tickets. When she first went out there she did come back quite often. But then 
because of health reasons and her husband's illness she hasn't been back-well, this will 
be the 12th year. 
Have you been out there to visit her in that time? 
No. 
So you haven't seen her in 12 years! 
We talk on the phone quite often now, and she's been very good with Thomas' illness 
and has written him cards. As I said, for years they couldn't stand each other. He always 
considered her so false, and I guess he thought I was down to earth. 
What about your relationship with Paul? I guess he's the next closest to you. 
Well, just like all siblings when we were younger, we fussed. Even though he was 
younger, he was much bigger and stronger than I was. And he would pick on me. And it 
got so all I had to do was holler "Mom!" and she would jump on him, because she knew 
he must be-but I took advantage of that [laughter]. I guess there again it showed that 
mother wasn't playing favorites or she wouldn't have come to my rescue. He liked to 
wrassle, typical boy. We always had a good relationship as we became young adults. Of 
course I was out of the home by the time he was in high school, so I missed-I'm 
chuckling because just yesterday I was going through a school yearbook and I ran across 
a picture where he was in a high school choir. I don't ever, ever remember him singing, 
and I just couldn't believe it. And it even indicated he was librarian of the choir. And 
they stopped here yesterday and I said 'when in the world'-I mean I knew because I had 
the picture. He got quite a kick out of me not realizing-I said 'I don't ever remember 
hearing you sing or being in the choir!' 'oh, no, I like to sing,' he says 'do you remember 
when the Columbus Boys' Choir came to Mount Vernon?'-which I do not remember-
he said after the concert they said anybody that wanted to audition could come backstage, 
and he said 'I must have been at an age where my voice was changing,' he says 'I went 
back there, mom and dad weren't with me'-they must have took a bunch of school kids 
to the concern-he says 'I went back there to audition,' he says 'and I remember how 
horrible I sounded!' but that was so funny that that all of a sudden came to light. I know 
he played basketball and football, but the choir? [laughter] not my brother! 
He still lives around here? 
No, he lives in Springfield [Ohio]. He married the cheerleader, matter of fact, of the high 
school. [from Mount Vernon?] uh huh. They had five children and she's smaller than you 
are. [I laugh]. 
Were you particularly close at all with Gretchen and Robert? 
I was as long as we were all home, and even after I was married I was very close to them. 
It was just shortly-I got married in August and in about November my mother became 
very ill, was in the hospital about for a month, and we had the two younger ones come to 
our apartment and stay with us. We didn't have a car-we were in a different school 
district and I remember I had to call a cab to get them back and forth to school. 
(discussion of where they lived and children's school, East School, 1 block south of 
East High St. in Mount Vernon. On E. Vine St, betw High St and Gambier St, still 
used as a school] that's the school that when we got here, that's where they put all 3 of 
us. 
[pause for more coffee] 
If you could describe your relationship with your family right now? 
I would say as a whole it's good, we all communicate. Those of us that live in Ohio get 
together at least twice a year. We have a family picnic, nieces, nephews, the second and 
third generations are included. At Christmas time, a week or so before Christmas, we take 
turns having a family gathering. It's something my mother started years ago and we kind 
of picked up when her health deteriorated. So it comes around every four years, except 
for the one in California of course can't have it. We've been really proud-we've done 
this over 20 years, and I know my parents never thought we'd keep that tradition up, but 
we're proud that we have. And then I suppose about 10 years ago our children started 
doing the summer one, and that's nice. And as I said, we do communicate, we exchange 
phone calls and greeting cards and family news. The relationship as I said with my sister 
is really better for all ofus, not just me. She just always had this ... attitude that she was-
knew more, deserved more, that type. Plus it changes too when you start raising your 
family and are busy. Now we're all on the other end of that part of our lives. Our lives 
are-well, all of us have medical problems versus all we used to worry about was getting 
the kids raised. 
So all your siblings live in Ohio except for Frederica? 
Yes. 
And where do Robert and Gretchen live? 
Gretchen lives in Akron-I guess you should put Fairlawn but a lot of people don't know 
where Fairlawn is. And Bob lives in Columbus. 
I don't even know if I'm supposed to be ask-because we're supposed to, you know, 
let the person we're interviewing talk. But I'm always really curious, because I write 
for the newspaper-
This isn't going into the newspaper! 
Oh no, this has nothing to do with the newspaper. But because I write for the 
newspaper I'm always curious exactly where people live and things like that. 
I guess nowadays that could be considered invasion of privacy. 
What? 
Where they live? 
[confusion] Oh yeah ... that's true ... 
It's more easy on that computer, if you've got Columbus, to pull up Bob--whatever. 
Oh-what's your maiden name? [Clara laughter]. I never asked! 
Mehlinger. Like Mehlinger, Kentucky? [pause] Well you pry ain't never heard of 
Mehling er, Kentucky. [spells] 
Are there other Mehlingers around Mount Vernon? 
Not anymore. They're all deceased. 
So you're really the only sibling who has stayed in Mount Vernon the entire time. 
Do any of your children or your siblings' children live in Mount Vernon? 
[ shakes head]. Our son, he loved living in Mount Vernon, and he couldn't vision himself 
living anywhere but Mount Vernon, but after he got out of college he couldn't find a job. 
When did he graduate from college? 
Mmm, '75. 
So why do you think you're the only person of your family who has stayed? Was it a 
conscious decision or did you-
No, just the way-well, my sister Frederica and her husband did live here until '74, but 
the comoany he was working for sized way down and he was out of a job, and his was in 
his mid, uh, early fifties I think at the time. But there was no job opportunities here, and 
they had acquaintances in California that said you know, come out here, there's jobs here. 
So they went out there and stayed there. At that time I believe both of their girls were 
adults-yeah, I know they were. And then my brother Paul, he enlisted into the Air Force 
when he got out of high school. Before he got out of the service he married his high 
school sweetheart. Then when he got out of the service there were no jobs in Mount 
Vernon and we had distant relatives in Springfield, Ohio that had a-iron and steel-an 
iron and steel yard, we used to call them junkyards. The demand for iron and steel were 
really great because at that time it was at the end of the war, the demand was so-
anyways, that gentleman offered my brother a job, and he accepted since he couldn't find 
anything here. 
When was this, when did he get out of the Air Force? 
Let me think. he graduated in the '50s-I don't recall ifhe was in for three or four years. 
After working for this uncle for a while, he became disenchanted. The uncle made a lot of 
promises, like you'll inherit this business. Well he had a son-my brother and I think the 
r~ son had conflicts, maybe the son was jealous of his dad and somebody else, he was an 
only child. But anyways, and he started having his family, and they were having theirs 
close together, and he had to work part time in addition to working for my uncle. Which 
that uncle resented, he thought it made a bad reflection on him as a businessman. But he 
wasn't willing to increase his salary to compensate. o after a while my firetlier left 
because h got a1ob with International arvester=-tliey make international trucks, farm 
equipment-and he did very well. And that company got sold once oriwice, he basieally 
retired from that company. So that takes care ofhim w ile ne was in Spring 1e a. 
And he's still over there. 
Yeah. And the next one was Gretchen, who went to Ohio State and met her future 
husband. And he was in social work. (Okay. Oh, that's interesting]. And they did live 
in Columbus for several years. And he had an opportunity for I don't know if it was 
United Way or some other big agency in Akron, so they went to Akron. He ended up 
working in juvenile courts up there but I don't recall now how he got switched from-
And so did she graduate from Ohio State? 
She did graduate. Her major was art, teaching art. 
So is she an art teacher? Was an art teacher? 
She was. And when they moved to Akron, they applied-well, before they left Columbus 
they applied with an adoption agency for a child. And not long after they relocated to 
Akron they received this child. As luck would have it, within a month and a half she was 
pregnant. [my exclamation, Oh gosh!] it was even less than that because when we went 
up to see the baby she cornered me in the kitchen and said [whispers] 'don't tell mother, 
but I think I'm pregnant!' [my laughter]. Oh, it was just all this excitement and getting 
the nursery ready and blah blah. And by golly she was, and her baby was born premature, 
so those girls are really only eight months apart. 
When were they born? Oh gosh, dear. They're probably my age. 
Let's see. Her oldest one is two years younger than our youngest, and she was born in 
'64. so Tori was born in '66. 
So no, they're older. 
This goes way back, I don't think it makes any difference. 
I was thinking of the wrong generation, because your children are like my parents. 
Did you say you were born in '29? My grandfather was born in '29. 
rotcl our children were oorn in=-=our son ·n '53, ana our first daughter in '58, and our 
youngest one in '64. 
So they're slightly younger, my parents are '54 and '56. 
So they're about our son's age. [ages of my parents and her son, in 50s] But I can't 
believe I have a son that's fifty! And he is thinking about retiring! 
And then Bob-Bob moved to Columbus? 
Oh, Bob. [pause] Bob. He went to Ohio State. Well he went-first he enlisted in the 
Navy. And mutual friends introduced him to his former wife-and she was teaching in 
Columbus, I believe, at the time. That's back quite a ways. And then he signed up for 
Ohio State, and she was teaching there. I guess he's always lived in Columbus after he 
got out of the service. 
He just sort of went there and stayed. 
Uh huh. He went on to be a principal of a high school. [corrects] elementary school. 
In what district? 
[pause]. What is now New Albany. 
Oh, there's so much building in New Albany now, so many new houses. 
[laughs] I don't know that New Albany was that-considered that exclusive as it is now. 
But he left there-I guess he was teaching in New Albany, and he had an opportunity to 
move up as principal, and that was at Hamilton Local. [describes street area in N.A.]. but 
he really was very happy. He relates very well to elementary-school kids. He's such a 
comic-he'll dress up at Halloween, one year he cooked breakfast for kids. Of course I 
guess now it's automatic, they get breakfast. But anyways he-after 25 years his 
marriage broke up and he ended up marrying-and it was his wife's choice-he ended up 
marrying one of the teachers. But he was principal, she was a teacher. For a while when 
they were dating they had to be really careful because that was a no-no. 
I'm wondering, because two of your brothers-one was in the Air Force and one 
was in the Navy. Was that something they did because everyone their age was doing 
it, or did your family feel strongly--? 
At that time I had been out of the house for a number of years. I don't think i-had a 
child yet or not. And even though I communicated with Mom and Dad, I really don't 
remember spending that much time with-especially with Paul, he was always involved 
in sports and things. Now with Bob, he had some problems in grade school with his 
spelling and so forth. So he spent a lot of time in our house and I would help him because 
o er's English wasn't that good. And I helped him with his spelling and arithmetic and 
thing like that. But Paul-I don't have that much memory anymore. He was either 
working or involved with sports. 
r 
So you don't really know about their motives for going into the military. 
No. I know they enlisted. I don't know whether my par-my father might have 
encouraged it. I wasn't there to hear some of the conversations. 
I guess I'm wondering if you had any particular feelings, as immigrants, that you 
wanted to serve in the military. 
y ather would have loved o serve in tne mili ary. or-he thought that was his way of 
snowing appreciation of us being allowed into the country. He was too young to go into 
the service when he was in Germany, and too old by the time they needed him here, but 
e was very, ver active int .e ational Guard unit that was here. And there was also a-
ere was a corps that. .. [pause] well, they were like watchdogs at night if there was a 
threat of something going on. They didn't use the word 'terrorism' at the time, but I know 
there were towers at different places in town that they would man with binoculars-
Here in Mount Vernon? 
Yeah. 
But this wasn't the National Guard, this was something else. 
That was a separate. He also got very involved with Boy Scouts. 
Were your brothers in Boy Scouts? 
[significantly] yeah. 
Were they Eagle Scouts, did they go all the way? 
They never made it-my youngest brother now has more or less talked like more-he 
was in that more to please dad. I'll have to ask my brother. After all I just found out 
yesterday that he sang in a choir. I'll have to ask him ... and you know, even though we 
had a phone-I had a phone in my home and so did my parents-you didn't used to 
phone that often. Cause now you see people on the streets, restrooms, wherever, using 
cell phones. 
So,you didn't communicate with them about being in the military. 
It wasn't on a daily basis. We'd visit on Sundays, but they were off doing their thing with 
their friends. Seems like most of the visiting was with the parents. I was working. 
I was wondering if you could describe more-1 sounds ike y ur atlter elt rejty 
atriotic toward ttie mled States? Maybe you could describe that more and why 
you think he felt that way. 
It was gratitude. Actually, some of his enthusiasm backfired on him. During the war, 
when the men that were left behind because they were too old to go into the service were 
called upon to work extra and overtime making things for the war effort, now he always 
volunteered to work extra, both because he could use the money and because he really 
wanted to do it. But a lot of his coworkers resented it, because he worked so hard and 
diligent that he could produce more of the items they were making than his coworkers. 
Which didn't go over well, and I know there were a couple times they would-the way I 
always understood it was they had to take a piece of equipment out of one tub or barrel or 
work on it, and they would put rats or mice or do something automatically that they 
would pick up--and there's no way they could have gotten into those unless somebody 
has placed them there. And then that factory closed and he went to another one which 
made huge engines, the Cooper Bessemer company, you'll see their name on a lot of 
things. And he was on top of one of these big machines, diesel engines, assembling them. 
And someone came behind him and grabbed him between the legs and threw him off 
balance down on the cement, and it damaged his back, and he really was never well after 
that. But there was never a soul that came forward saying that they had witnessed it. He 
had an awful time claiming workers' comp disability because nobody was considerate 
enough, concerned enough. And again that was showing-it was his nature. You know, 
Europeans are hard, dedicated workers. And probably more so in those times than now. 
Well, aren't Germans especially pretty efficient, diligent people? 
Yeah. And housewives are the same way, they sweep the outside steps along with the 
inside steps on a daily basis. Cleanliness ... 
So you felt like his hard work was both the German influenc. e aA1Jl-
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It worked for and against him. But e tru y., e was so gratefuJ-you can imagine, if you 
tried for over five years to get your family out of a dangerous situation and to fin lly, to 
get it-it was his way of reimbursing. And I know he was always so proud that-well, 
my uncle had to sponsor us, and my dad did find a job right away. It wasn't a high-paying 
job. But my mother fortunately was a very thrifty woman. We never had to rely on 
assistance, anybody other than my uncle, who was in a position to do it. You hear now of 
immigrants who slip in and shouldn't be here legally. And all the benefits are taken 
advantage of, natural-born or otherwise citizens-it just doesn't make sense! I remember 
even-we went to several physical and mental exams, the whole family, before we were 
allowed on the boat. I mean weeks before, when we were in Ellis Island, it was the same 
thing. Even my little sister, who wasn't a year old yet, went through the physical. And 
theylested her to see if she was doing what a one-year-old ought to be doing at that point. 
And that was all so we wouldn't be a burden on the country. And all those kids learned-
I babysat at the age of 12 for ten cents, I cleaned houses down the street in seventh 
grade-I think now they'd probably get the parents for child abuse! Scrubbing floors and 
washing windows-but I enjoyed it, I felt like I was playing house. I basically did what I 
had seen mother do. In those days we spring-cleaned and fall-cleaned because of the 
furnaces, which were mostly coal or wood, they made so much dirt that you had to. 
I was wondering if you felt like you inherited that sense of hard working from your 
parents, from your father. 
fe-el like I have= · s he word inheritecl?-my mother's Uffiftiness. And my aunt was 
even worse. She was kind of tight, though. [laughter]. And now with all the medical 
expenses we're facing I feel good that I'm capable of managing the family finances, such 
as they are. Thomas will ask me once in a while 'do we have any money left?' [ mock wry 
response] 'yeah.' He' 11 ask more to fill in conversations because he doesn't carry around 
too much other than complaints lately. Like the other say I said 'I would have gotten here 
earlier but I had trouble getting the checkbook balanced and I paid this and I paid that,' 
just to kind of keep him involved. 
Have you always been the one who manages in the money in your marriage? 
No. 
How has that changed? 
For many years I didn't drive. We were actually married two years before we had a car-
in those days not everybody had a car. Thomas worked downtown, and at that time there 
was the gas company and the electric company. He just kind of took that responsibility. 
And then I was home raising the family for 20 years. I didn't drive until I was 40. gosh, 
it's a good thing I learned how to drive! So it was just where he took care of it, or we 
went together. That was one disadvantage I found when I did drive was at least when we 
would do things we would go together, whether it was visiting his parents or my parents 
or the Laundromat when the washer and dryer didn't work. But once I drove, he couldn't 
see why he needed to go along-if you want to see your mom and dad, go ahead! 
[laughter]. Then after our youngest was in the third grade I went back to work, and we 
had three kids and the oldest one was about ready to go to college. We saw the writing on 
the wall that we needed additional income if we wanted to help our kids get through. 
Aaaand-well before we had our son I worked, and most of the money I made was saved. 
We were able to manage to live on his income, and we saved what I made-well, I 
became I pregnant within two years of that job. 
Wait, what was your first job? 
Actually, the very very first job I had, I got-during the summer time when I was still in 
my last year of high school I went to business college, which they had one here. And then 
after high school I-in the summertime I also worked for one of the five-and-dime stores 
which was Kresge's at the time. 
You did that during the school year? 
I did that on Saturdays. But then that summertime-once I was sixteen, I don't know if I 
was sixteen or fourteen because during the war they lowered that age. I had ajob--as 
soon as I was eligible to work I applied for a job as a dime store cashier. And I really had 
fun, especially when the Kenyon students would come in on Saturday night. 
Oh, the Kenyon boys? 
They-yeah, the fellows. And you know it was one of the biggest things-they had paper 
drapes. Now I don't know now if they were flameproof or what. But the fellows would 
come in there and buy those by it seemed like the dozens. I'm sure they didn't last long 
or something. But they were always coming to my counter for these drapes. And-
course, you know, not the same ones necessarily, but they would come in groups. I was 
fifteen, sixteen, that was a highlight, you know, these eighteen and nineteen-year-olds. 
And sometimes one would ask you out and you didn't know whether you wanted to go or 
not cause they seemed so different, high school kids. But I worked at the local business 
college in the summertime and then I finished the course after I was out of high school. 
And there for a while I was going to business college and working part-time at the dime 
store and part in a secretarial position at the local farm bureau. And I kept the job at the 
farm bureau for a number of years after Thomas and I were married, because-he was 
working at the police department and going to work at eight in the evening till four in the 
morning. And by keeping it part-time we at least had some time together, where if I had 
worked full-time by the time I would get home he was getting ready to leave. That 
worked for us for a while. Of course at the time you could buy a week's groceries for 
eight dollars or something. [laughs] which, I bought the groceries because there was a 
store on the way home. I was able to carry a couple of big bags at that time. Then after I 
was six months pregnant I quit working where I was-then I had the Dictaphone job at 
one of the local factories. In those days women didn't work until the last day of their 
delivery-I quit at six months. Then I was home for twenty years straight. 
So what years were those? 
Well it would be from '53 until '73. 
What year did you graduate from high school? 
'48. 
So for like five years you did different part-time stuff. 
Mmhmm. So then when I worked for the hospital-we were talking about handling 
bills-we had a joint checking account and so forth, but Thomas basically handled it 
because he was in a position to go pay the bills when they were due. After I worked at the 
hospital for a while, [something] deposit for [their?] paychecks, he insisted I get my own 
account, he didn't want my earnings to go into the family funds, he wanted it kept 
separate. So then we kind of decided what we would pay out of my checkbook and what 
he would pay out of his-that's worked for us, you know. There were times when he 
forgot to record a check, I thought he-or he thought I had, vice verse. Once it was 
mandatory that we have our checks-cause for several years mine just went in the 
family's. 
So you split your accounts and you had your own account. 
We never had any money problems other than there wasn't always enough. It wasn't that 
he was spending money he shouldn't-that really happened more since his illness, he 
would order stuff out of catalogues we didn't need. But that you don't need to mention-
it had nothing to do with our relationship or-so many couples have 'I earned it, I can 
spend it.' Neither one of us has been spendthrifts. Thomas is, was a very generous 
person-he'd give his last dollar to somebody. It happened-before I was working, or 
working part-time, I'd tell him 'why don't you bring home a [something] milk' or half a 
gallon or whatever it was. And [something] when he'd come home 'I don't have any 
money left.' 'what do you mea, you don't have any money left?' when you don't have it 
you don't realize how fast it can go. He said 'well this guy on Main Street needed a buck 
last night and I gave him my last dollar.' He really-and to this day, he's-not so much 
with me, I've noticed, and that's part of the sickness. But now there's a lady at the 
nursing home-and this is kind of confidential, but we had known, and I really her 
family's-she has a daughter and a son in this area but they pay very little attention to 
her. They sold her home-she could no longer live at home, but they sold her home, and 
by now probably that money is gone. Anyways, after Thomas got out there and we ran 
into her on a daily basis, it became really uncomfortable. Well he felt bad for her because 
she really needed a permanent-he hair just looked awful, and occasionally the staff 
would curl it for her but it didn't hold. And he would say to me 'can we possibly do 
something for so-and-so?' and so I made arrangements for her to get a permanent, which 
she doesn't know who took care of it. But I thought it was so thoughtful of him. 
Was this just recently at Eastern Star? 
Yeah, it's all done on a QT [???] but I was just telling you about how-about what a 
generous person he's been. This is-and another thing I thought was so dear. We have a 
lot of family members buried in the local cemeteries, and there was a child buried close 
to one of our relatives, it did not have a marker, it just had a homemade wooden cross, 
very crude. And it just bothered him and bothered him that that child didn't have a 
marble marker of some kind, because that little cross just deteriorated over the years, you 
know. And he talked to me and wanted to know how I would felt ifwe could provide a 
marker for that child, for that little girl. And ... you know-I couldn't have said no. but he 
did know that he needed permission. He went to the cemetery office and he talked to 
them and they said that they felt they had to ask the parents, which I think was the right 
thing to do. But all of a sudden-whether they ever visited the grave, we don't know that. 
But the cemetery officer said he'd get back to Thomas. Well he never did, but when we 
went out later, several months later, there was a very modest but very sweet marker. So 
apparently it was enough to jiggle the family's-string, you know, 'maybe it is time we 
do something.' But the fact that he had that desire to do something for a complete 
stranger I think is commendable. 
Back to the sort of money management-because you manage the finances now. 
How did that shift or come about? 
Well, I don't know, I think it was just circumstance. Bookkeeping was one of my majors .. 
in high school and business school, and most of my jobs really had to do with figures. 
[pause] and now the job I had at the hospital dealt a lot with Medicare and Medicaid-it 
was really valuable experience because it's something I can deal with even now, and help 
neighbors or family, explain the crazy system. 
You started out talking about how you felt more confident through the jobs you had, you 
managed money. How do you feel your different work experiences have contributed to 
who you are now? 
Well I think they made me more-sure of myself. Maybe it's pride, maybe I felt I finally 
proved to myself and anybody else that I am a worthy person, compared to that little kid 
that hid behind the chairs. I could now even stand up against my sister if we had a 
difference of opinion, and it wouldn't-wouldn't upset me. I'm strong enough inwardly 
and outwardly to stand my ground. Whether we ended up agreeing on it or not we 
wouldn't be mad at each other, at least I wouldn't. I think I went through years of-well, 
my sister became such a hellion in ways that she was caused a lot of problems for my 
parents. She would stay out later with guys that she wouldn't-you know, they were 
concerned for her welfare. So I think I tried to be-I felt so bad because they were having 
such a hard time with her, they were always arguing. I tried to please them so they 
wouldn't get upset [laughs]. And maybe that was not all that good for me because it made 
me withdraw rather than go forward. [pause] Do I know what I'm saying? Maybe-you 
understand what I'm trying to? 
I was thinking maybe your work experiences among other things helped contribute 
to-
I respected-a lot of people would say 'I wouldn't have your job for anything.' But I 
liked my job. And they would send patients to me for consultation, which made me-and 
I was self-assured doing it. I wish it had happened earlier in my life but at least it 
happened. And too, like when, you know, you stay home for twenty years, and don't have 
that exposure to coworkers-there's a lot of conflicts sometimes between coworkers. But 
I was busy raising the family and I did belong to a mother's group, which was a good 
outlet for me, ana I belonged to what was and is still consider,ed an off-campus sorority, 
and they had-it was both educational an social, and tbat was a real good outlet. ey 
had really good educational programs and we dia a lot ofphilanthropic thing " which at 
that time was a real outlet for us stay-at-home mothers. And our group especially was 
really involved with Head Start. And I learned a lot, I always said-I mean I was in that 
for fifty-plus years and our membership dwindled so that there's only about six or seven 
of us left now, so we're really not considered-you know, we chose not to go as a 
sorority because why pay all those dues to national-but we still once a month try to-do 
get together for lunch, we still have that companionship but we can't expect speakers to 
come and talk to six or five people. And we're tired, we don't want to do these big 
philanthropic [ something] anymore. But we want to keep the friendship-it used to 
include husbands once a month for an activity, and that was real good. 
What was this called? 
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Epsilon Delta Mu sorority, Alpha Pi chapte . We always had one business meeting and 
one social. And a lot of sororities, they have a very active-oh shoot, it's a national. .. oh 
well, anyhow. They have a lot of chapters locally. I don't think there's as many as there 
used to be because again, there's so many women working. But they never included their 
husbands, and that was one of the things that drew a lot of people to our group, because 
they liked the idea. And then I noticed here lately that maybe once or twice a year some 
of them do have something, like a Valentine's or Christmastime they have a husband and 
wife, which I think is fine. What time did you have to be back. 
We can be wrapping up. I guess my last question is-you said you wished it had 
happened earlier in your life that you gained confidence talking with people. I mean, 
I know not many women worked outside of the home at that time, but have you 
ever, I don't know, thought about what it would have been like if you had tried? Did 
you ever know anyone who had done anything like that, did it just never occur to 
you tohave a career and children at the same time? 
I guess I enjoyed being a mother and being home with my children that I never thought 
about it too much. Plus the fact that Thomas' working hours were so irregular-I mean 
he worked midnights to eight most of the time-well, for eighteen years straight. But 
often he had to go to court, if something happened during the night and the judge needed 
to see him the next morning he would call and say 'well I've got to go to court.' It would 
be ten o'clock before he got home. So in those days there was no day care and you didn't 
think about your parents raising your child while you went to work. So it was very 
different and I'm sure it's hard for the younger people-I mean day care, when they went 
to kindergarten, some of them didn't even go to kindergarten! And preschool was 
unheard of. When our youngest came along I think there was finally a preschool and it 
was very new in the community. But by the time that youngest one was in the third grade, 
Thomas' hours were more consistent, our son was going to college, and the oldest 
daughter came home-she got home before her sister got home, and within an hour 
Thomas was home. And then I felt comfortable. Because when I first went to work I went 
from 2: 3 0 in the afternoon till 11. that was I was home, still able to take care of the 
necessities. He was home with them-often I prepared a meal and all they had to do was 
stick it in the oven. Then things kind of changed I know because I had to go to work on 
days, and I know there was a classmate of our daughter's that she and her family lived 
close to the school and I made arrangements to drop them off at their home. And I 
compensated the woman for that. And mother was one of these that would tell us 'I raised 
my five, you raise yours,' so that in itself was as a whole-and I did have a very good 
friend, still a friend, who had a fantastic job at one of the companies here before she 
started her family. And she went back to work after her first child, and her second child 
was a boy about the same age as our son, so we were still real close, our children were 
close. I think she was home a few years and it was after she had her third child the 
company called her to see if she wouldn't come back to fill in for somebody that was on 
sick leave. And that grew into another like twenty-year career. She was one of the first 
mothers I knew of that went back to work, and every week it was supposed to be her last. 
But I also noticed that they were buying things that I thought they could do without-if 
she would give her, would once again become a stay-at-home mom. I mean they bought 
different, the latest appliances, a boat, a trailer for Lake Erie. And I know I asked her one 
time how often the kids went with [him/them], and I found out that some of them had 
never gone up with him. So why have all this? You're working to get things for the kids, 
but-and I know they had an organ, which one of the kids wanted and then after they had 
it the kids weren't interested at all. But the reason I think about that so much is this one 
day when her son was at our house, he made the comment that boy, he couldn't wait for 
December the seventh-well, I knew the family well enough that I knew when their 
birthdays were and I thought 'December seventh, what's special about December 
seventh?' so I said 'Steve, what's so special about December seventh?' because you 
know he said he just couldn't wait. And he said 'that's the day my mother quits working.' 
And by golly mother didn't quit working, it was one of those times she thought she was 
and then they talked to her and probably raised her wages. And I had fought with that for 
the longest time, do I share that with her? Because I think she sensed that I didn't think 
she ought to be working. [laughter]. So I never did tell her. But you know that young man 
still hasn't found his niche. I think her daughters have done fantastic, I think it didn't 
bother her daughters at all. But he's just been a real restless young man an tried many 
things and failed at them. That haunts me to this day, that maybe he did need mother 
home more for a while. There was a need he had that she seemed unable to fulfill 
timewise, I think. But she would never be able to see it because she was thinking it was to 
aid her family. And she is a very intelligent lady. [pause] now she and her husband built 
their first home, they had absolutely no experience in building, and I thought 'oh gosh, 
the first time a windstorm comes along it's going to take that house away!' [tells about 
expansion of their house] 
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 
So last time we left off talking about the jobs you had. I was wondering if you could 
describe what it was like growing up in Mount Vernon after you came here from 
Germany. 
Well it was probably different for me and my siblings than the average American child 
because of the transition coming from one country where you were hated by most of the 
population, including your teachers, and when we came here-I mean we were fearful of 
walking on the street back and forth to school. And when we got here verybody was so 
outgoing, and the students had been told by the principal there would be three non-
English-speaking children arriving on the following Monday. and the teachers I thought 
were exceptional. The first teacher we had also served as the principal, she had the first 
grade and was also the principal. I had a student teacher, but it was a big class, I 
remember that. And she just had this German-English dictionary that she worked with. 
They did put all three of us in the first grade because of the language problem, and then 
r we worked our way up the ladder. But everybody really tried to make us feel comfortable 
and befriend us. I had one, and stop me if I mentioned this last week-
Well it's okay because I don't have it recorded. 
We're still friends, but she mentioned a few years ago, she said 'when you first came I 
thought you were a real snot. I tried to talk to you and you wouldn't talk.' Even though it 
had been mentioned to them I don't think the kids understood we couldn't understand 
anything except please and thank you. So she' 11 tease me about that every once in a 
while, 'you that snot in grade school.' To this day matter of fact, I had lunch with her and 
a few others today-she's the only one, I had a few other close friends from grade school, 
but the other one passed away a number of years ago. But the teachers were so warm and 
went out of their way to give us extra time during the summer months or after school. 
They were real friends, while over there, we knew-I mean they were abiding the 
government rules, but it came across to us that they didn't like us. [ who?] the teachers in 
Germany. And matter of fact I had been in bed with scarlet fever for several weeks [in 
Germany]. Yeah. And when it was time for me to go back to school, the physician had-
did not want me to go back to physical ed right away. And of course they were big on 
physical ed there. My mother took me to school that morning and gave the teacher a note 
from the physician, she said that'll be fine, we'll excuse her. My mother wasn't any more 
around the comer of the school building when she told me-and most of their physical ed 
was outdoors, we did not have an enclosed facility in that school, and she told me to get 
out there in line and participate. I mean she completely disregarded the doctor's orders or 
what she had told my mother. I mean I lived through it [laughter] but you know you can 
imagine what would happen in the United States if they did that. But I mean we came and 
we didn' have the school supplies, we got here on a Friday and were stuck in school on 
Monday, and I don't know whether my uncle just didn't think about it. But the students 
were so generous you know with their pens and scissors and we thought 'boy this is 
really neat!' I think after a few days the teacher must have sent a list home with us you 
know for somebody to purchase us the supplies that we needed. 
How do you remember-what was your experience of learning and how was it 
different in a Mount Vernon school compared to your schools in Germany? 
Um, I could tell even at my young age that there was a lot more emphasis put on math 
and science in Europe than here. And I discovered when my exchange student was here, 
to my dismay that that still seems to be the case. And you know they do not-when 
they're in school it's subjects the whole time they're there. If you're in sports and all that 
comes after, there's no intramural activities or clubs during the school time. 
[pause to answer phone, has short conversation] 
You said they focus on science and math more. 
Yeah. And up until just a few years ago they went to school six days a week, and they did 
not have these long summer vacations. Course I don't think ours are as long as they used 
to be when I went to grade school here. I mean education is a big thing with the 
Europeans. And I know the student, his olderbrother and sister, we probably would refer 
to it as being a student was their career. It just seemed like they kept advancing and 
advancing into a higher level, once they completed a certain educational phase they 
moved on to something else. 
So what did it seem like the purpose of school was in Mount Vernon then? If they 
didn't emphasize math and science, what was emphasized? 
[pause] Spelling. Reading. The only weak spots I felt was in-and of course lower levels 
you don't study history all that much, all though I do remember we had different plays as 
far as the colonial states, you know. Um. [pause] now 1-1 learned to read pretty well but 
it was spelling I had trouble with here. I wanted to put an E on everything. I wanted to 
spell everything the way it sounds to me, and many English words you can't do that to. 
And I remember being kind of a family chuckle I guess. I remember we were still in first 
grade and the teacher principal said to my sister I think the reason Clara's having so 
much trouble with spelling is because of the language change at the particular age she 
was in. but my sister as sisters will do said 'well, she couldn't spell in German either.' 
[laughter] and I don't know, I don't even remember having trouble with it over there. 
Maybe I did. But the teachers as I did learn the teachers really took a lot of pride and 
made us feel good. You know they recognized our accomplishments and achievements, 
and I know every time the superintendent came around we would be asked to go up and 
read out of the reading book. And I've always been proud that we all caught up, we only 
graouated a year behind what we normally woula have when we would have started to go 
hete. 
And what was something that you did learn really well here? 
I liked math and I still like math. 
What is it about math? 
It comes easy for me [laughter]. Which spelling didn't obviously. I've always 
volunteered to be the treasurer of any group I've ever been in but don't ask me to be 
secretary. And I do know-but ironically one of my first better job-well of course my 
first job as a cashier and you had to deal with money, btit - rrext one as Dictap:hene 
o_Re ato with a pac ing company or tliey ma e prooably one of the first ma ers of 
cellopliane ano polyeth_ylene and they did a lot of multicolorea wrappings for products. 
Was this here in Mount Vernon? 
Uh-huh. Tlie-eempany was called Shelmar whic we no longer have. They also made the 
liners for baby bottles, the first plastic-type liners that went into the inserts-you know 
you just had your glass baby bottles, and somebody invented these plastic liners that went 
into the-plastic-cylinder-like. Rather than having to sterilize bottles you just threw the 
plastic bag away. That was a big product, and I mean they shipped all over the world. But 
when I think back at some of the vocabulary that was used in that business, but after a 
while it becomes repetitious. So I did not have really any trouble. But when they asked 
me to do all the financials for the accounting department I accepted it, cause I didn't 
mind that at all. 
But you can't-I mean how did you approach differently math and spelling? What 
was it about spelling and math or the process of learning them that seemed 
different? 
Well I think the math is so similar that I felt comfortable and assured that I could answer 
those questions. Whereas-oh I hated spelling bees, because I was always so afraid what 
word I was going to get that I couldn't spell and would have to drop out and that was so 
humiliating. Something they seemed to emphasize over there more is nature. They used 
to take us out on nature adventures [in Germany?] yeah. Study trees-this was in the 
lower grades. I know here they went through a cycle in the junior high where they would 
have weekend camps, they studied nature. I don't know if they're still doing that or not. I 
think there's more emphasis here on history than there was over there, maybe it's because 
they're not that proud of their history. And I know that's one thing I noticed with our 
student, he actually was very very well-versed on our history and the government, how 
our government operated. And ... [trails off] 
Did you find that your learning and your strength in school changed over time as 
you moved through-or did you change as a student over time? 
Well I hope so. [laughter]. I always felt I had to work hard you know to keep the grades I 
had. I don't know if my interests changed necessarily, I guess maybe they did. I know 
one time I wanted to be a nurse. Along with that [pause] then I wanted to be a teacher. 
And I ended up being a bookkeeper. [laughter]. It's about like a kid saying I wanna be a 
garbage man! [laughter] I remember our son wanted to be a garbage man, don't ask me 
what he thought was so enticing about being a garbage man. Thank goodness he changed 
his mind. But we do need garbage men! 
But you don't remember-I think you said before you liked school. Did your 
feelings toward school change as you-
And did you ever, was it ever a thought, cause I know your two youngest siblings 
went to Ohio State but the three oldest didn't. was there some sort of change in the 
family that made, or was it just the two of them wanted to go--? 
Well as I said at one point I wanted to be a kindergarten teacher. The nursing was really 
before I-how do I want to say this. I guess in my probably freshman sophomore year I 
wanted to be a nurse and I had even gotten a job as a nurse's aide at the local hospital. 
And I was so proud, I mean I did that on my own and this was during the summer time. 
But when I came home and shared that with my parents, especially my mother, she said 
'do you realize how much your shoes are going to be, your uniform.' You know she 
pointed out it was going to cost me more to work there than I was going to make. I don't 
know if that was her only reason. I was the one at home that was a big help to her, and as 
I got older I wondered whether that wasn't part of-I said last week my older sister, she 
and mother clashed. My older suster was more of a free-spirited, and she wasn't one to 
count on helping at home, she was out. And she was working outside the home, I was 
available. And I know, as I got older I realized how much help I had been to mother. 
Whether part of that was mother didn't want to lose that for all the more I was going to 
make anyhow. Then I got interested into wanting to be a teacher, and I was always the 
one of course at one time there were always a lot of little kids between cousins, it was 
always me at family gatherings that found herself entertaining the little ones. And it came 
naturally to me, I loved planning children's parties. I liked little children. And I think the 
biggest part of it was the financial picture, that my parents didn't have it, I didn't on 
babysitting money and cashing at the five-and-ten. I saved what I could plus my older 
sister and I both automatically as we earned some money we on our own really took 
responsibility for buying our own school supplies or maybe our own yearbook. It never 
really occurred to us to ask mom and dad for money for that because I knew you know 
their income was tight. And I don't think that mom and dad knew-and obviously no 
school counselor-my sister definitely never had any aspirations of wanting to go to 
college, but I don't know that we even had counselors at that time in high school that may 
point out you may possibly be eligible for this grant or that scholarship or something. 
Nobody advised me or encouraged me. And you know when you saw the writing on the 
wall I just decided I can't afford to go to college. So we did have a business college in 
Mount Vernon at that time, and of course I would be living at home then, so that's the 
route I went. I had even there was also a very popular business college in Columbus at 
that time, and a representative did come over to the high school and talk to us. And it was 
one of those setups where you lived with a family and in exchange for your room and 
board you helped with the children. Again my mother, who was the last to learn English 
because she didn't get out, she really learned her English through us children. [pause] oh 
yeah. I mean know I don't think kids would even think to go to a job-what do they call 
em when they have different employers-[ajob fair?] yeah. Without a parents along, or 
to the school counselor when they're seriously thinking about advancing their education. 
I mean they may go the first trip alone and gather up material but to make any decisions it 
would be mom and dad accompanying them. I think that's the way it goes, that's the way 
it was with our kids. But it seems like because of the language barrier my dad was 
working as much as he could. Actually if anybody went with us it was always our dad 
who felt more comfortable in his English than mother did. But you know I remember I 
thought they would really be pleased that I had worked this out and the type of family I 
agreed to live with. And of course it was mom and dad's final decision. And again it was 
something I had done on my own and it gave me self-confidence and I thought they 
would be really pleased and proud [ about this hospital job?] no, this was the one for the 
business school. I'm going [makes zigzagging noises] going in sequence of how it 
happened. I know I'm thinking faster, fortunately, than you can write! But any case that 
backfired when the representative came to the home to talk with mom and dad in 
attendance. Again mother was the one 'no no no, we can't send her to Columbus, blah 
blah blah.' Now I never held my own children back that way. I mean try it, if it doesn't 
work at least you've had the satisfaction of trying it. 
Do you look back and wish-do you feel that strongly influenced you and wish you 
hadn't done that? 
I accepted it but sometimes when I'm daydreaming I look back and wonder how my life 
might have been. 
Because you pretty soon after that moved out of your house so you weren't a help to 
her any more. [pause] how long were you at home between when you graduated 
from high school and got married? 
Well I graduated in '48 and got married in ... '49. and I was 20 then. I know my kids 
always bring that up and I said 'I was a mature 20.' And I truly feel my sister and I were 
because we had taken on responsibilities early, in our early teens. I mean we weren't 
coddled. And I knew how to manage money, I knew how to shop. The only thing I didn't 
know how to shop for was hamburger. My mother would send me to the grocery store 
and don't ask me how she did it but she would feed all ofus on a pound and a half of 
hamburger. so when I got married the only thing I knew how to order was a pound and a 
half of hamburger and Thomas and I ate hamburger all week! [I laugh] finally it dawned 
on me I needed to order-and that was before refrigeration like it is now. I know mom 
she used to put onion, chopped celery, sometimes grated carrots, sometimes a handful of 
oats you know to make that one and a half pounds last, you know stretch it so it would 
serve 7 people. 
Was there strong pressure for you-you seem proud that you could manage money 
and do all those things and you weren't coddled. Was there any pressure to be good 
at managing a household in school or in other places in Mount Vernon? 
Oh-that I think-at least I feel it is. My mother was an immaculate housekeeper and she 
insisted that her daughters were also. And she would survey our closets and drawers 
every so often. The European women as I remember them and my aunt was the same 
way-they took a lot of pride in their linens, whether it was sheets or table linens. And 
they did actually have the pure linens. And those would be ironed and folded and there 
were real pretty ribbons you'd put around these. I mean you'd open a linen closet and 
they were perfect. Now I didn't have any problems with linen closets because I didn't 
have one, but if mother would get into our drawers, whether it was the sock drawer or the 
underwear drawer, if everything wasn't organized she would dump the whole thing on 
the floor, tell us to get in there and you know. Now I think my sister must have been 
better at that than I was. And you know we did it the way she wanted it. It really made it 
easier because you didn't have to dig you know for that other sock [laughter]. 
Did she insist that your brothers do that too? 
[disgust] Oh, no. [I laugh] you know that's that European male thing, women supposed to 
do for the men and-in our case I felt the brothers. Now when my brothers and I 
discussed that they pointed out 'well we had paper routes and we had this.' But now we 
had, the girls, at least my sister and I-there's 8 and a half years difference between my 
youngest sister and just two between my older sister and I. and I was pretty much out of 
the house by the time well my younger sister was 11, 12 when I got married. And that's 
basically about the time mother started really teaching us how to clean and polish and 
scrub and iron. The one thing my mother did not teach us was how to mend, hem a skirt, 
because she by profession was a seamstress, millinerist and seamstress. and she did have 
a handicap, she was born with one leg shorter than the other, so any job that meant 
standing on your feet she would assign us girls and she would prefer to do the mending 
for all of us and hem our skirts. She also sewed a lot of dresses for us girls. But the 
boys-I basically it was my job to clean my brothers' bedrooms. [me: oh my gosh!] and 
I never thought that was fair. As especially they both did work for a newsstand locally, 
and they also delivered papers for that company. And whenever the candy supply became 
almost outdated the proprietor would let them take the candy or give them a handful of 
candy bars or something. Do you think those guys would ever share it with their sisters?! 
[I laugh]. And of course like a lot of boys they'd eat you out of house and home when a 
certain age. And they would stuff their pajama pockets with sandwiches when they went 
to bed or candy bars. And guess who got to pick up the wrappers and clean under their 
bed? And they don't have any recollection of that. 
So you did have a sense at the time of feeling like you were treated differently from 
you brothers. 
Yeah, yeah. And I remember years and year later my brother was married, and I don't 
know how many children they had at the time-we went to visit, we had my mother with 
us and my aunt-they lived in a two-story duplex at the time, and my brother's sport 
jacket was hanging on the banister, just before you go upstairs. Well that seemed to 
bother my mother, you know that wasn't in the closet, it should be. And somehow or 
other it came up in conversation about his jacket hanging there.i don't know who brought 
it up and my sister-in-law said 'I feel that Paul'-my brother-'! have the children to 
pick up after, I feel my husband can hang up his own sport jacket.' End of conversation. 
Well now on our way back to Mount Vernon, they lived in Springfield, I remember my 
mother and aunt and I were in the back seat, and my mother said 'isn't that terrible that 
Robin won't hang up Paul's jacket?' I said 'no! she has'-whether it was five or four at 
the time, I don't know-'she's got all those little kids to pick up after, what's wrong 
with ... !' she couldn't believe I was sticking up for my sister-in-law and not her son! 
[laughter] 
Did you then when you had children make any kinds of decisions to treat them differently 
from how you had been treated? 
Not consciously. And 1-1 feel I was fortunate to be able to be a stay-at-home mother. 
And I enjoyed being a mother, I liked playing with my children, I liked doing things with 
my children and for my children. And I don't know if it was because ours are fairly apart 
in age-I always felt-I never played favors, I feel the same about all of our children. I 
realize that different ones have different strengths and I respect that. I know one of the 
biggest compliments our son paid us one time was he said to me 'mom, one thing I can 
say about you is you never played favors when I was kid.' And I just thought that was 
fantastic-because well I think he has looked at his aunts, and I must agree with him, I 
mean we never really discussed it but I always felt both my sisters favored-well one had 
three girls and she favored the oldest one, which happened to be an adopted child, and my 
other sister only had two and it was her first one that-and just being on the outside 
looking in they could never find fault with anything that particular child did, when it was 
obvious to others that they weren't 100-percent perfect like they thought they were. 
Was there anything in your family when you were a kid that might have made your 
sisters behave that way? 
In my sister that had the adopted child, in her case they had been married a number of 
years and didn't have any children, and they went through the adoption process and in a 
month-well not even a month because they got this little gal and she was about 10 days 
old-
Oh you said she got pregnant. 
Yeah, and I think after all those years of wanting her child and nothing happening, it 
wasn't fair now that they had this one, she thought she couldn't give the attention to both 
of them equally. And since her own was born as a preemie, she was frustrated because 
she thought she wasn't giving the other one the time it needed, and she was also fearful 
that maybe the courts would take that one away now that they were having their own 
child. And her adopted one was a beautiful child, she really was, but she was the one that 
would go reach over and pinch her little sister, and when the little sister fought back it 
was the little one that got scolded and they never saw it, the oldest one. we tried to tell 
her but she could never see where [Lori/Laurie] did anything wrong [laughs]. 
Did you feel it was more because the children were so close in age? 
In their case yeah, matter of fact then after they had the third one there was a lot of 
conflict between those three girls. The oldest one and the youngest one-there was a case 
where truly the middle one [laughs] you know the poor middle child. And even the 
psychologist, the psychiatrist, whatever they took them to to find the solution-they were 
advised to put the oldest one and youngest one together and keep the horrible middle 
child-and she wasn't actually, she was my favorite of the three! But it worked out better 
for them. 
What about your other sister, why did she favor? 
I don't know what it was there. 
I guess we got away from what I was thinking of before-you said you didn't go to 
college because you couldn't afford it, but your youngest two siblings did go. How 
did they end up affording it? 
Well the family finances you know after the other three left home-and of course my dad 
had worked himself up to better-paying jobs, when we first got here he accepted the first 
job you know he was offered, which was of minimal wage. But after you get three out of 
the household, and uh mother had started going to work, she was employed at a loc 1 
department store in their alterations department. P s my brother [pause] he went to the 
service first, I don't remember him going to college. Maybe he went for one year and 
then dropped out and went to the Navy for three years, and when he came back he 
completed his education. And my younger sister received some aid-she had polio as an 
infant and was left with a disability which qualified her for some loan-not loan, some 
scholarship or grant through some disability organization. By that time we had an aunt 
who was a physical therapist who was knowledgeable on some of these, and I know my 
sister took advantage of that. Plus my parents gave her some help and of course salaries 
were quite different, but the tuition now seems like nothing. 
It seems like your family had more money and this aunt was able to advise you, but you 
felt like you-you said you never got any encouragement or advice in going to college. 
Did you feel like that really should have been present, or? 
Given the time-I mean do I have resentment because my parents ... ? 
Yeah-I mean do you feel you were overlooked or was that more just how the system 
was? 
I don't think education for females was emphasized much at that time. It was [pause]-
and you know I have no resentment actually, I just made the best of it. And given the 
time in my parents' life, in the world's life, I think at that time it was more emphasis get 
you through high school, you know? [chuckles] 
But you were in high school, right after you graduated and married-your group of 
friends, was everyone else pretty much doing similar things, like were you typical-
did you see yourself as a typical girl? 
Well even though some of my girlfriends had opportunities, especially the one I spoke 
about who's been a friend since first grade, I know she had-we talked about this not 
long ago-she had some opportunities for some scholarships, and she didn't accept them 
because her father wasn't well and she felt she needed to stay home and help with him. 
She ended up getting what was a very good job at that time in the Shelmar company. 
Come to think of it, none of that in my real close-none of them in my cluster of friends 
went on to college. The fellows lot of times lot of them went on to the service. Aaaannnd 
we pretty much all got married within a year and a half, I guess I was the first one to get 
married-we got married in August, the gal I just talked about she got married in 
October-I would say within three years of high school we were all married. 
No one felt any sort of pressure to go away from Mount Vernon? 
Not in my group. 
But there were jobs available, I know your brother couldn't find a job and had to 
leave. 
[tells story again about brother going to Springfield]. 
So within your group of friends in Mount Vernon, everyone just stayed here and got 
jobs and got married after high school. 
Because at that time we did have a number of big good factories that had for the time 
good salaries, good benefits. Now there isn't very much to entice a young person to stay 
in the community. 
Can you describe the local economy at that time? 
[pause] I would say it was better than it is now, because we did have at least five 
nationally, world-wide recognized companies that had big employment, you know hired 
many, and-I think basically fringe benefits and unions were fairly new, now unions are 
on the decline and fringe benefits certainly are, but we had like that company I spoke 
about that I worked for, and then there was Cooper Bessemer that made engines for 
steamboats and railroads, and we had a bridge company that made bridges for all over the 
world, we had two big companies that made milk bottles-well then they come up with 
carton milk bottles and we lost those-and there was Pittsburgh Plate, which was a big 
employer, and they had hired a lot of Belgian glassblowers. And they're all gone! Now 
we have a bunch oflittle companies that hire 150 people and they think it's big. 
How many did all these employ? All those 5 companies? 
I can't you know really give you a figure on it, but they were you know busy. And part of 
that was during the war they ran day and night and a lot of men worked for two different 
companies, you know they'd work one job--cause part of it was the need was there and it 
was also a time of-and a lot of women for the first time went to work in these factories. 
So the economy at that time was really good because there were two incomes-for the 
first time ever in many cases there were 2 incomes coming in. 
And was that what was happening in your family too? 
Well it was certainly better than the early '40s. well, say the late '30s, real real earl-
unfortunately a full-scale war like that creates a lot of needs. And there was a lot of 
patriotism at that time. The wars we have now there's so many opinions on, should we be 
there, should we not be there, should we come. While in those times, at that times, 
nobody questioned. 
Although I feel the threat of Nazi Germany was more clearly evil, and clear what 
they wanted to do, too. 
Yeah [pause]. But you know there would be scrap drives and gosh you know people 
would give up their picket-their iron picket fences you know that they cherished for 
generations to be melted down for material for the war effort. We would have school 
bond drives and the children, even the little ones, would get involved in saving scrap 
metal, aluminum cans, whatever. I mean it wasn't mandatory, you just did it because the 
need was so great. And other than right after 9/11, I don't think we've had that, and it's 
kind of faded away in the last few years. 
And now it seems like the only people who are aware of the war are people who 
have family members over there. [pause] but I was wondering back in the late '40s 
your mother went to work and you had two incomes coming in-did that change in 
your late childhood, you said you got more prosperous and your parents could help 
out your younger siblings more. 
You mean did it affect me? [Yeah, I guess so]. Not really because I had by that time I had 
been married [pause] you know and I mean I didn't expect, we didn't expect help from 
our parents. Maybe the birthday gifts or the Christmas gifts got more generous, but it 
wasn't that they handed us something every other month or so. You know that was-
even my own children I used to say if you want to make-let's see, how [pause] I tried to 
impress upon them-oh I don't know forget that part. But I think my parents taught us to 
recognize that while we were in their home they did the best they could, and we accepted 
that. I can't say I was ever envious, and I wasn't quite as a ware on a daily basis what 
kind of perks my younger brother and sister got versus my older sister and I did, because 
by then we'd been out of the house and independent and we were working and raising our 
families. 
Did you ever feel there was a discrepancy between what your family had and what others 
were able to buy? 
The only void I ever felt was-course at that time a lot of families didn't have cars, and 
we did not have a car. 
Where did you live, where was your childhood home in Mount Vernon? 
Well, when we first came-it sounds horrible now but we managed! For I would say a 
couple months we lived in a two-room-it was an apartment, and I think it must have 
been a bedroom and a living room but they converted the living room into a second 
bedroom to accommodate all-housing was very scarce at that time. It had a kitchen. 
[ where was that?] it was on East Vine Street in Mount Vernon. Come to think of it all the 
time I lived with my parents, I lived in three different homes but they were all on East 
Vine Street. Within a couple months, and especially-now my parents were allowed to 
ship some of their furnishings, so they brought the basics, the bedroom suits. Our second 
home was in half a two-story double, apartment upstairs. And we had, it was really very 
nice, there were 3 bedrooms, kitchen, living room, we did have to share the bath upstairs. 
[pause] I don't know! Even though there was six or seven of us plus two upstairs. At one 
time my aunt and uncle lived up there and another time my grandparents lived up there. 
There was a refugee doctor and his wife that lived up there [ also from Germany?] they 
were from Austria. I loved her accent. But I'm sure it was more annoying to them than to 
us, have to share a bath with six other people. It wasn't so bad when it was family. And 
we lived in that home until-and really for someone to rent at that time with that many 
children was really rare. The owners of the home realized-maybe they thought 'well 
he's European, they'll take better care of it than some Americans,' I don't know. But we 
lived there from '39 until 1948. [when you graduated from high school]. Yeah, that 
home was being sold-I don't know why it was being sold, it was none of our business -
but then mom and dad had to find a home, still had four children. But they had 
accumulated some savings and they were able to buy a home on East Vine Street, a little 
Gothic-actually my uncle had lived in that, he had remarried by that time and they were 
looking for a bigger place. [bought house ... ] I didn't get a graduation party because we 
were busy painting. I did get to take that afternoon off and my friend who had also 
graduated her dad was taking her to Columbus and I got to go along. It was a treat at that 
time. We got to go to the zoo of all things. Can you imagine now seniors going to the zoo 
for their treat? [laughter] 
So you and all your friends, after getting married did you socialize with the same friends, 
and what kind of things did you do? And what did their husbands do? 
Some of them they got married while they were in the service, but the women never left. 
Those fellows, most of them found jobs in the local-locally. There was one couple, two 
couples, they were sisters, who eventually moved to Washington D.C. and are still in that 
area, they both have lost their husbands. But we got together, we'd go to movies together, 
we would go to each other's houses and play cards even after we had children-we'd 
take the kids and put them in their P J s and they played with their kids, fell asleep while 
we played cards, drank pop and popped popcorn. You know a lot of fun really done in 
inexpensively because none ofus at that time were making that much money. We all 
lived in-I think we all lived in apartments. 
Where were these apartments? Were they mostly part of a house or apartment 
buildings? 
Actually the very first one Thomas and I had was an efficiency apartment, and this home 
had been a tourist home, now they would call it a bed and breakfast without the breakfast. 
It is now Rose Garden Nursing Home, if you're at all familiar with that building. They 
had an apartment up on the third floor and they had this efficient apartment on the third 
floor, the family lived on the main floor and they had numerous bedrooms on the second 
floor they rented out fir visitors in town. And I think Thomas mentioned about when 
Kenyon was an all-male school and they would have these gals from Toledo college 
come. Well they usually occupied that second floor completely for that weekend. [oh 
yeah, you had to share a bathroom with them]. Yeah, and he saw some scenes that he 
never failed to tell me! [laughter]. But I really enjoyed that little efficiency apartment 
because it had a bedroom, a living room and a partial bath. And it had a kitchen, but for a 
couple kids starting out that didn't have a whole lot, and we moved there in August but 
we left it in May because at that time houses we're insulated, and we knew it was going 
to get really hot up there. In early '50 we started looking for something different, larger 
we could afford. It was a brand-new building, on the first floor there was an auto sales 
building and on the second floor there were five or six apartments. [ where?] that was on 
South Sandusky Street ... we were in there until '54. we had our own bath! [I laugh]. Btu 
when our son was 10 months old we were really serious about finding something else 
because there wasn't any yard. The two year I worked before we had him, I got a full-
time job, which of course I thought I'd be there longer than that but in those days you 
didn't work if you were so far along-we basically saved all the money that I earned and 
that gave us a nice down payment when we found a home, the house we bought, which 
we lived in for 44 years. We did a lot to it over those 44 years. When we bought it it was 
only 8 years old, and it had a lot of possibilities. We ended up finishing the upstairs 
which gave us a story and a half. .. it didn't even have a front stoop before we were able to 
get a GI loan. That was another benefit the servicemen had, they received low-interest 
loans, we took advantage of. .. it turned out to be a good investment for us and it was a 
wonderful place to raise a family. As we had the funds we'd finish off another area and 
we ended up with a beautiful basement that was completely finished and I had a complete 
second kitchen down there. And it was really nice because when we had family 
gatherings everybody could be in the same room, we had several banquet tables we'd set 
up. I know the older grandchildren that's one thing they missed after we moved here. But 
as I said I had a complete kitchen with dishes and everything down there, but those last 
few years it was getting hard going up and down the steps. We'd been there since '54 nd 
we moved here in July of '98. and we're really glad, we've had no regrets. When we go 
down Parrott Street now it has deteriorated, it seems like there's nothing there but rentals 
now, we feel like we really, a good time. We got out of our house what we wanted. 
In general-you said you wanted the house to raise children in, was there any 
thought of setting up your lifestyle in a certain way, did you feel like you became 
adults when you bought your first house? Was there community pressure to buy a 
house? 
Well I don't think there was pressure, you know rather than continue paying rent. And by 
then there were more homes available. For a while after the servicemen came back who 
picked up wives and started families-that probably is when a lot of the mobile home 
parks popped up. They weren't very fancy but it was a roof over their heads. I remember 
Thomas' brother and his wife had one of those for a while until they could find an 
apartment ... don't compare with a lot of the homes they're building now? 
What about this one? 
Well I'm talking about-there's this development behind us and a lot of the homes are in 
the high $200,000s, the low $300,000s-I mean we have a lot of people consider this any 
more a commuting community, they claim there are a lot of people commuting from 
Columbus and have their residence here, I don't have a tally of that. But we bought our 
first home for $8,800. you can't buy a toolshed! [laughter] now people on the radio for 
the first time people are saying owning your own home isn't the most practical thing right 
now, you can rent as cheap as you can buy. But I mean I don't see-feel as if I was a 
renter and my taxes went up, you're going to tack that onto your rent. You bought this 
property to make money on it, not make it a charity case. 
Isn't it true that in Europe most people rent? 
I don't know if it's still true or not but I would say it would've been. My grandparents 
owned their property, we rented. But the value of land over there is so much higher than 
it is here, and the land is so scarce. Now I know our student's parents 
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I was wondering why you and Thomas chose to have children? 
Well, we both liked children. We would have been very unhappy if we had not had any. 
And actually we were married for four years before we had the first one. We were getting 
a little concerned. And at that time doctors weren't interested, at least locally, as I did 
discuss it with my doctor and he said 'oh, you've got a lot of time, what's your hurry?' I 
did want to get pregnant. I had a bad cold and came home from work one day, and he was 
working nights and I was working days-maybe that was part of the trouble, we didn't 
get together enough! He claims I crawled into bed that afternoon, and I don't remember, 
but he said 'your resistance must have been down!' [laughter]. as a matter of fact, we had 
even talked about adopting ifwe didn't have our own children. But I'm glad we had our 
own. 
You both really liked children. Is there any more to-you obviously really wanted to 
have kids, was there more to it? 
No. I mean we both came from good-sized families. Which sometimes discourages 
[laughter]. But no, we ... 
So how did you feel when you finally found out you were pregnant? 
Very, very pleased. We'd been disappointed different times, and actually I lost one 
between the first and the second one. I wasn't that far along and I was surprised at hpw 
that upset us. 
Can you describe going through your first pregnancy and having your first child? 
Well, the pregnancy was normal, I guess. I was working full-time at the time, but at that 
time women didn't work until the day of delivery. I do remember-I had him in August 
and I believe it was sometime in May, because I was six months pregnant-and I started 
feeling uncomfortable because I was working in a pool that had mostly men. And as I 
said women didn't really work so late into the pregnancy like they do now. So it was just 
a good time to leave. Of course that way I didn't need to extend my maternity wardrobe. 
Of course now they just wear T-shirts over their big bellies. In those days most of them 
were like a two-piece, a skirt with a tummy cut out. . .I had a couple dresses that I was 
really comfortable in. course I was roly-poly to begin with. When it came time to deliver 
him-I was only two days over my due date. But my water broke that morning. I had 
been to the doctor two days early and he has told me to take castor oil. 
What for? 
To induce the birth, I guess. And I was alone, Thomas was working nights, and my water 
broke. I was in bed and something woke my up, and instinct kind of made me jump out of 
bed. And as my feet landed on the floor the water splashed all over. And I don't know 
whether I called the doctor's office first or tried to reach Thomas first. Well, I think I 
called the doctor. Of course he said get to the hospital, so I had to catch Thomas in 
between duties. 
Did he come home and take you there? 
I must have called him before 8 o'clock, I think it was more like 7. he'd get off a 8 and 
sometimes he'd have to go-soemtimes he never came home, he went to court, for a 
court case. But anyways, he [ something] to get there, take me to the hospital, and on the 
way up there, I don't know how or why, we discussed whether I wanted a private room or 
semi. And he wanted me to get a private room and I thought I would prefer a semi, to 
have somebody else in there going through the same thing. And we had company. As he 
pulled up to, I guess it was the emergency entrance, there was this rather elderly-well, I 
mean they looked old to me at the time-and rather sadly, and you could tell she was 
expecting. And I just looked at that lady, she looked-dirty. And I said well 'if it turns 
out that she would be my roommate, I would rather have a private room.' Not that I was a 
snob, I just didn't feel-she was clean. This lady and I ended up in rooms across the hall 
from each other, and I couldn't help but hear her communication between her doctor and 
herself. And she was having like her ninth or tenth child, and apparently she had lost 
some in between there. She had a female doctor that was really verbal and kind of a 
rough female. And I was always surprised that her doctor talked to her like that. She said 
'I hope this is your last one. Don't you know by now what's causing all this?' I think they 
were a family that couldn't really afford all those children and she was trying to tell her 
something. Course that was before the pill. 
Invented by a Kenyon graduate. What? The pill was invented by a Kenyon 
graduate? 
Is that right? I' 11 be darned. 
He then went on and got his Ph.D somewhere else and became a scientist. 
But that-that's news. I certainly hope he's making money on it! 
He probably is. 
But then my labor didn't progress, and the nuns were running the hospital at that time, 
and they said 'honey, when were you supposed to have this baby?' and I said 'two days 
ago.' Well, to make a long story short, they made x-rays-and I was really in there and I 
thought 'gosh,' I'd heard these women talking about how painful it was and I wasn't 
having that much pain. I had a bed by a window that had a beautiful garden down below 
and I kept looking. But anyways the doctor came in about one o'clock, the family doctor. 
He didn't come right out and tell me there was a problem. I began to feel that there was 
because the nuns were hovering over me and 'honey' this and 'honey' that. Aaand dinally 
about 4:30 the permanent doctor came in with the surgeon and said 'didn't we take an x-
ray of you seven months ago?' and I said yes, cause at that time they did. I could never 
figure out what the purpose of it was because the baby moves so much. I mean I knew 
they could see if it was growing normally, they didn't even have ultrasounds then. But he 
said 'somehow between when we took that first x-ray and today your baby's gotten into a 
very weird position.' He was face-up and sideways, and that's why I wasn't dilating 
because he wasn't pushing in the right places. And they explained to me that he was a 
very big baby and that they would have to turn him twice to get him into the birth canal. 
So they were afraid they would strangulate him by turning him twice. And they kept 
asking me 'what have you done, what did you do?' and the only thing I can figure out is 
when I hopped out of bed-I guess in those days I moved a lot faster-you know, maybe 
when I did that, because I was in a laying position and hopped up with my feet on the 
floor. But anyways they took me into surgery about 5 something or other. Aaaand we did 
have a healthy baby boy, but he only weighed 7 pounds, which they had said it was such 
a large baby-
That's pretty average, right? 
Yeah. So I said something to him the next day. Well, he said the x-ray shadowed, it made 
it appear [larger]. But anyways. I wasn't having to stay in the hospital 11 days at that 
time. Things went well. And I did have a roommate and it tuned out to be a gal that I 
knew since high school and we actually worked together at the same company. But she 
was having her second child, and she laid there in that bed. Of course I thought I had 
everything, all the books we needed to have, she said 'do you have this, do you have that, 
you better have that.' And I laid there and I felt, I started losing confidence in being a 
mother. So when Thomas came in I gave ghim a list of [something] 'we better have these 
things!' 
While you were in the hospital. 
Because she emphasized 'you gotta have those on hand.' And I said, 'well they weren't 
in any of the literature I was using.' [ mock response] 'well take it from me, I know, I've 
already had one, I know what you need.' I don't think we used very much of that-I 
remember throwing most of it out months later. [laughter]. But maybe she did read it an 
use it. I always think about how confident I was until I had someone as a roommate that I 
thought I'd enjoy having! [laughter] maybe that woman that was having her ninth one 
could have taught me more! [laughter] 
Remember your inner feelings as you went through this process? You were in the 
hospital for so long. 
I was excited. See most of our friends had had at least one child by then, and I had had 
three younger siblings and I did a lot of babysitting. So I wasn't uncomfortable about 
becoming a mother until my roommate told me I needed this and that, and I thought 
'gosh, I've already failed.' I remember a woman that I worked with years later was 
saying that her doctor at the time-she asked him questions after she delivered and he 
apparently wasn't very patient, he really hurt her feelings by saying 'when they're six, 
send them to school!' that was rather rude. I don't think doctors had bedside manners, 
when you think of some of those episodes. Medicines you know do through an awful 
cycle. 
Do you see any difference in how you were treated during your pregnancy by 
medical personnel and when your own daughters were pregnant? 
I think there was so much more knowledge. I mean like the ultrasounds and the amno 
ceteosis, is it testing? 
Amniocentesis? 
Yeah. Now in my day, sometimes you wonder now how our pregnancies survived when 
you hear how much more attention an expectant mother is receiving. [pause] I don't even 
remember my doctor measuring my abdomen. They just looked, felt. [pause]. And even 
though there were 11 years' difference between my first delivery and my last one, I can't 
say there was that much difference between those two pregnancies. Except with the 
third-well, in those days, once you've had a C-section, especially your first one, they 
discourage you from trying a natural birth. The reason was that even though the uterus 
has been repaired it's like a piece of fabric, mended. It's never as strong as it was 
originally was the theory they used at the time. Well you know you were taking a risk if 
you went into real hard labor that you may just split open and mother and baby may both 
drown in blood. Well, the mother might hemorrhage and the baby might drown. So I you 
know had all three of them C-section. Now I understand they're not that concerned about 
it. Whether they're more prepared for if a mother would hemorrhage I don't know. 
I was born, in 1985-
Oh, you're just a young little one. That's when my youngest was out of college! 
I know, I was also in a weird position, and they advised my to have a C-section for me. 
And then my brother they said you should also have another C-section. But we may be 
different because we're really close in age, only 19 months apart, so I think-I don't 
know if those ideas were starting to change. 
I remember I went in after six weeks the doctor said 'I don't know what your religious 
beliefs are, but if you plan on having another child, I recommend you have it in the next 
two years.' Cause I was having some blood pressure problems. But when you just go in 
after six weeks that didn't appeal to me at all! [laughter]. 
This was after your first--? 
Second one, second child. We didn't want one that close, and uh ... after a while we 
werent' as careful, and then who'd have thought, a surprise came along seven years later. 
I know our youngest always thought she was an unwanted child, and we said 'it wasn't 
planned.' 
[break for more coffee. I tell Clara that my father works from home so my mother 
could work.] 
Because of what my dad decided to do-he doesn't like working with people, he 
likes to do his own thing-
Well you're quite different! 
[laughter] I think I can work with people better than he could. But definitely-he's 
a CPA. I guess he turned in all the taxes yesterday, this is his busiest time of year. 
But I like having him because I get my tax forms and I'm like 'Dad.' He'll do my 
taxes until he's gone. I should probably learn to do them. [pause]. Soooo-so you 
felt excited throughout the time in the hospital. It wasn't too stressful? 
I had had some baby showers and I had a lot of visitors before I even got out of there. 
And Thomas has always been-when I had surgeries or a baby, when I'd wake up, there 
was a beautiful bouquet of flowers. 
From Thomas? Aww. [pause]. So as you started raising this first child-well, I guess 
I wanted to ask, related to the pregnancy, what was something-what was the best 
part of it and what was the most frustrating part? [pause from Clara] Ifwe haven't 
covered it already. 
Since it was basically an uneventful pregnancy until it came time to deliver, I don't think 
I had too many concerns. I think I wanted one so bad I [don't??? unclear] think really 
honestly the thought of something going on entered my head at times. 
As you started raising your first child, how did you go about that, what were your 
feelings? 
It just came naturally. The only frustration I remember now-we lived in an apartment at 
the time that was on the second floor, and it was a pretty steep step up there. The doctor 
that delivered the baby-at that time I don't think we had a gynecologist, probably didn't 
know what a gynecologist was-uh, he had been my family doctor, so he knew me from 
a young child. And he said-he suggested I go to mother's for a few days so I wouldn't 
have to go up all those steps. And mother said I could, you know, come, and I felt really 
comfortable cause she'd raised five children, cause my first one was a boy and they'd 
circumcised him several days before we were dismissed, and there was certain 
procedures you had to do to take care of that. I thought 'oh, no problem, mother had two 
boys, she'll know what to do.' [laughter] and mom and dad had a bedroom downstairs 
she let me use, and they set up a card table so I could bathe the baby and all of that. And 
again, in those days they didn't have prenatal classes and all of that good stuff. The first 
morning I tried to bathe that baby he just screamed his bloody head off [I laugh] and the 
table was, being a card table I guess, was kind of low and my back started hurting, and I 
was so disappointed in my mother. She was so busy making sure her house was spick and 
span in case one of her friends came here to see the new baby, and I kept hoping she 
would come in there to my rescue my screaming child, and I was trying to take care of 
the penis as I was instructed and he was kicking and screaming. And she opened the door 
to the bedroom and just poked her head in with a look like 'it's not as easy as you 
thought, is it?' aaand she shut the door [laugh]. I don't think I ever told her how she let 
me down. I think maybe I did say something to her, that I thought she would help me 
with taking care of the circumcision, but [mock response] 'well I don't remember, it was 
a long time since I had my ... ' but I could only stand it four days at my mother's house 
and I couldn't wait for Thomas to get me outta there [laughs]. I said 'once I get up those 
steps I'll stay up there, I don't mind!' Mother was, the old European, you know, 
everything had to be spick and span at all times. She was more concerned about what her 
friends would think if there was something out of place. And ... 
I mean, do you think in general-because you've mentioned several times that she 
made you kids clean the house. Did she have kind of an obsession with the housing 
being clean? Did she? Would you call it that? 
I don't know, you know your Europeans are extremely conscious of-I mean they sweep 
their sidewalks and patios daily. Routinely, this is going back to my childhood days there, 
they'd be out scrubbing their stone steps. I dunno if they were really dirty or not or if 
[something] must have thought so. They really, when we visited there in '99, in the 
villages, I won't say that the cities-you still see that going on out there. 
I mean, do you think that this kind of pride in how your home looks get in the way 
of family life sometimes? 
Of course when all the women were home in those days, it was really rare, and I had seen 
my grandmother and my aunt who did not have children-my aunt didn't-one of the 
few women that I knew of in those days that worked outside their home. And they were 
actually involved with the family business so for them it wasn't outside the home. Well, 
mother [pause] well, mother had-well, my sister and I close, and I think probably there 
were relatives who thought she didn't need children that close or that many of them or 
something, and maybe she just wanted to prove to them how well she could do, I don't 
know. I never resented it-I feel those experiences made me a better adult. 
• Okay. Like how to manage your household. 
• 
• 
The finances and running a house. 
I never asked-what was your mother's first name? 
[Mina, short for Wilhelmina Christina]. I haven't spelled that name for a long long time. 
[father Lothar. Years born?] My mother died in 1981, and she was 75. [So 1906?] And 
my father was born in 1905. [both born in Guntersplum? Father was, mother born in 
Nastutten. Can read from wall hanging-old photo/drawing ofNastutten]. 
So as you were raising your first child, what was your best memory of that time and 
what was the most difficult aspect of it? 
[long pause]. Well probably the most difficult was he was diag-by then he was 7 or 8-
he was diagnosed as borderline rheumatic fever and had to go on medication, which 
was-it was penicillin and at that time it was quite expensive. And we were quite 
concerned because there was a history of that in Thomas' side of the family, as a matter if 
fact he had a niece that died of it when she was about 18 or 19. but he outgrew it. [pause] 
but I really enjoyed being a mother, and being as I was a stay-at-home mother, I played 
with the kids a lot, and I liked to bake, decorated cookies for them. Once he was in 
kindergarten I got involved with the school, helping out at the school, and I think I was a 
room mother for 30 some years, I counted it up one time. Because of their ages being so 
far apart, I was involved with elementary PTA and running an office. No, I enjoyed being 
a mother, doing the little extra things. 
So the best? 
Actually, Michael, he was probably my easiest child, though there were times he had 
tantrum spells. He'd throw himself down the hallway and we had bare floors at the time, 
and I would just stomp my feet back at him and that would startle him and break the 
tantrum [laughter]. 
So how were your girls more difficult? 
Now the second one [pause] in a lot of ways she was probably the best-tempered one. But 
I was so surprised, even though she was definitely a wanted child, how I had a harder 
time adjusting to her than I did the first one, which really puzzled me. But I didn't realize 
how independent Michael had become, as far as you know getting dressed himself, 
getting his own toys out and putting them were they belonged-and here I was upset to 
have this baby that took up all this extra time. And it really frustrated me because I didn't 
want to be that way. Now the third one, you thought it would've rocked me more than the 
second one but it didn't, except she was a very, very strong-headed child. She had me in 
tears so many times [ sympathetic laughter]. Then she goes [imitates child voice] 
'Mommy! Did I hurt your feelings?' 'Yes, you hurt my--!' and now, she's probably, if 
you wanted to analyze them, she's probably the most compassionate and understanding 
and juggles her time around to you know help us out in every which way. 
Do you think your children got different treatment being born so many years apart? 
I always thought we were able to treat them more as individuals because they were so far 
apart, rather than 'the kids.' I never thought of them as three bunch of kids, you know. 
Because there's 11 years between the oldest and the youngest, and plus he's a male. So 
his interests and friends and toys and reading material and all that was-and I don't recall 
them arguing all that much but my middle child tells me 'mother, you've forgotten a lot.' 
[laughter] 'well, okay, that's all right too!' 
What are your two daughters' names? 
The oldest daughter, her name is Lori, and we spell it M-A-R-C-H-A, M-A-R for Clara 
and C-H-A for Thomas. [younger daughter Jane, sister of Thomas, died 9 weeks after 
they married]. 
My mom's older brother who was also born in '54 is named Michael. Did you call 
him Michaelny when he was little? 
Yeah. We spelled it J-0-H-N-I-E. I really wanted a Michael, Michael Robert or Michael 
[something], I played around with that. I like the name Michael, I don't like Mike, 
particularly. [pause] I really don't know where Michael popped up. Apparently while I 
was under anesthetic Thomas gave him that name. [laugh] He tells me it's after the 
surgeon, and his name was Michael, but we never discussed-well we didn't know there 
was going to be a surgeon involved, period. But I'm really glad we didn't name him-I 
also liked the name Robert, but a fellow that I had dated and really was fond of, his name 
was Robert, and I didn't want any-didn't want Thomas to think or anyone who knew 
that story to think I named him after a former boyfriend. So anyways, had we named 
Michael Michael there would have been seven Michaels in his first-grade class. And this 
way there were only two Michaels. 
Is there anything you would do differently, raising your children? 
I guess you should ask the children that! [pause] I can't think of anything. I mean, I'm 
sure it wasn't perfect and we weren't able to give them everything. And mean gads, 
especially what kids want and get now, we just couldn't financially-but I feel I gave 
them a lot of time and attention. And I do, I do remember when our son had his family he 
commented that he hoped his wife could stay home with the children until they were at 
least well into grade school, because he liked coming home and my being there and me 
having cookies in the oven. So that must have left a good memory with him. And just 
yesterday at the nursing home our middle daughter, or our oldest daughter, was there with 
me-which is really unusual, being a teacher she can't get off, but we had an important 
meeting and the kids felt one of them needed to be with me-and ironically a former very 
• 
• 
close girlfriend of hers who was in her class and they just lived a couple blocks from us, • 
• 
• 
her father is in the same area where Thomas is. And I had run into his wife, and the wife 
kept saying 'When is Lori coming?' he only got there on Saturday, her husband did. And 
I said 'well, possibly this weekend.' But anyway she was anxious for the two girls to get 
together, an by golly, her daughter works somewhere too, one of the banks, and I guess 
her father's not doing so well because all of the family was there. But here were these 
two gals that haven't seen each other since the day they graduated, run into each other in 
the hallway in the nursing home. And the first time I met the mother she said 'my 
Barbara used to love coming to your house, and she would never come home until she 
had one of your cookies!' [laughter] 
At your house? 
Yeah! And, and she repeated that story to Lori. She said 'whenever Barbie came home a 
little late, I asked her why was she home in time? She said "I wanted to wait until Mrs. 
Wallocks' cookies were out of the oven!"' [laughter] I don't remember that at all. 
[pause]. I just said I enjoyed being a mother and that was one of the things ya did. When 
my son was in kindergarten they only had 20 in kindergarten, and a mother had to 
provide the snack every day. So your tum came around every 2 weeks. And since I had 
the time and was not a working mother-by then some of the mothers were starting to go 
to work-I would make special cookies, I didn't make lunchbox cookies [something] on 
them. And one time I asked him how the kids liked their cookies, and he said-he him-
hummed around, and I said 'is there something wrong with them?' mind you this is a 
five-year-old. He said 'well some of the kids didn't want to eat 'em.' And I said 'why?!' 
[laughter] he says they thought they were too pretty, they wanted to take 'em home! 
[laughter] I thought, well maybe I shouldn't be making-I probably made animal cut-
outs or something. In those days I did-now I don't have a cutout to make a cookie, I got 
rid of them all. But I'm sure I had appropriate cutouts. Whatever I did that they thought it 
was too pretty, if it was animals they probably didn't want to bite the head off or 
something. When it came time for their birthdays, we only let them have, like when they 
were five and nine-not every year, we'd have you know the family, we had a lot of 
family at that time so the aunts and uncles and the grandparents always came, but as far 
as a child's birthday party, but we always went all-out. With Michael we had circuses and 
ball, one year he had a ball-park theme, and we asked all the boys to bring their gloves, 
and there was a field not far from us and Thomas took them over to the ball field and they 
played ball. And then the cake, I made a sheet cake and made it like a ball diamond, and 
Hallmark that year I think had a lot of novelty things that fell into that theme. We had 
circuses, I had train cakes ... 
And you made all these? Yeah. Oh wow. 
Then when he was 12-and my first-the friends he had, a lot of them their parents were 
our friends. That made it nice, everybody knew each other. But one day one of the-well, 
this one mother in particular who was a grade-school friend of mine and still is, I 
mentioned her-she said 'for weeks I hear about Michael's party from my son. He'd just 
love for me to do some of the things you do.' And, but then when our son was about 12, 
• he said 'mom, this year can I have just an ordinary birthday cake like all the other kids?' 
[I laugh really loud] 'like all my other friends?' and I said 'well what kind of a cake do 
you want?' he said 'I'd like to have a German chocolate cake.' And boy did my balloon 
get bubbl-or my balloon burst because here I thought I was being a perfect mother 
creating these cakes annually, and all they wanted was a boxed cake! [laughter] so I 
wasn't quite as diligent with the girls, although they had doll cakes and I don't know 
what all. And now our youngest daughter was born December 15th, and a lot of times for 
her birthday we had a Santa Claus there. One year we had a lollipop theme, a candy cane 
theme. And I had-I had candy canes and lollipops and things pasted on the basement 
ceiling, the living room ceiling. And we had a Christmas tree that year, and I had-our 
oldest daughter and I had visited friends in Texas who took me to this-and to us it was a 
very unique Christmas shop. And of course I already had in mind this party for Jane. And 
they had these plastic ornaments, a gingerbread boy and they had peppermint sticks that 
looked like real, with the sugar coated on, oh I bought a whole bunch of those things. 
And this was for her five-year-old party. And now it sounds rather immature for five-
year-olds, but along with these plastic-they were really cute-gingerbread ornaments, I 
also got Little Golden Books about the gingerbread man, and those were her favors to 
give to the kids. But when the kids came down to the basement all we had on was the 
Christmas lights, and I remember several of the kids were just in awe. In their minds they 
were really walking through candyland. And it made it worth all the work I had done. 
And our oldest daughter had a ballerina party one year-actually people thought I ought 
to go into the business of creating children's parties. So I must not've done too bad. 
So you just kind of took it on yourself to plan these things. 
And one year we had a Halloween party for all three of them, the same year. And I know 
it was our son's youth group from church and probably Lori's Girl Scout troop [pause] I 
enjoyed it. Again, you had to plan different games, I used pretty much the same 
decorations, with Halloween you could do that. And we used to have a coal bin in that 
house, which of course we no longer used as a coal bin, but I made a spook house out of 
that. And it was behind the furnace, and I think just because the location of it, when we 
asked the kids [ something] that made them wary of what was in there. But we heard 
comments about that for a long time too. But that night I know I was decorating one 
evening down there, after Thomas went to work at 11 or so. And I was pinning something 
again on that poor basement ceiling. Our ceiling was a little lower than most of them-
for some reason the builder didn't put the last row of blocks. To me it looked high 
enough ... And when I was pinning something up on the ceiling I had pins in my mouth, 
and I felt one of them slide down my throat. [me: Oh no!] at first I wanted to ignore it, 
but then I thought 'well that's stupid,' and I remembered hearing that if you take a piece 
of bread that covers-I didn't want it perforating my bowel or my [something]. And we 
had a friend who lived kind of catty-corner behind us who was a nurse, and I looked 
down that way and it was dark, and I thought 'I can't call her at 1 :30 in the morning,' so I 
did decide maybe I should drive myself to the emergency room. Thomas as a matter of 
fact was doing security at the Nazarene college at the time. but I did have the sense to 
wake up our son and tell him that I was going to go to the emergency room, but I don't 
know whether I told him what stupid thing I had done. But I said 'I just want you to be 









managed to get ahold of dad, at that time of night on campus-but while I was waiting in 
the emergency room to be treated or talked to-and there had been a real bad, as a matter 
of fact I think it involved some Kenyon students-a real bad car accident, and there were 
all these people you know going in and out and students in and out. And every once in 
awhile someone asked me how I was and I said [ tired voice] 'okay.' I knew theirs was 
more urgent, I felt theirs was more urgent. Finally when they got to me so much time had 
passed they decided I didn't need any [something], just to watch nature take its course. 
But somewhere along the line Thomas popped in. I thought 'now where in the world did 
he come from?' and here Michael had called him, Michael had more sense than I did! 
[laughs] but Thomas thought they were going to pump my stomach, and he thought 'she 
doesn't realize what that can-how uncomfortable that can be' and he thought he should 
be with me. And I remember when we left the emergency room the doctor who attended 
me-who again, matter of fact he ahd delivered a couple of the kids, number two and 
number three-he said, he followed us out he said 'Mrs. Wallock, can you tell me what 
in the world you were doing with needles in your mouth?' [laughs] 'well, I was 
decorating for a Halloween party!' he just shook his head ... my mom had that habit, 
putting several needles, so it would be handy when you needed it! Well I do admit I 
broke myself of that habit. 
I'm just wondering throughout your time raising children-
It was uneventful, I don't know what [something] 
Oh, well, when your youngest daughter, you said she would make you cry 
sometimes. If there were times like that or other times when it was more upsetting 
or frustrating. 
Well she was such a-I realized later, I think I consciously-I was trying to keep her a 
baby. I definitely wasn't going to have any more. I was 35 at the time and at that time you 
thought you were ancient to be having a child. Now they don't start till they're 45. and 
she had an older brother and sister which she was apparently trying to compete with. 
Cause she would try things you know that she had seen them do. And she-and I thought 
she'd hurt herself, I [pause] that's how I analyzed it years later, what the problem was. 
and I didn't realize how much it upset our oldest daughter that this little thing was 
making mommy unhappy until I went for a school conference and the teacher told me 
how much Lori cried at school. And I said, you know I was just floored, I wasn't aware 
of it. And I said 'well has she ever told you why?' and she said 'I understand your 
littler-her baby sister really upsets you!' [laughs] so I'm sure the way I reacted to Jane 
when she upset me, I could see where it would upset Lori. It's a wonder she even liked 
her baby sister! [laughs] but I know one time [pause] it was in February and Jane was 
about 13 months old, and she was-I had her in a high chair getting ready to feed her, 
and it was snowing to beat the band, and I had the radio on and they were dismissing 
school early because of the weather forecast. I turned my back to her to do something at 
the sink and when I turned around there she was standing up in her high chair. And I 
knew if I would dash for her she would probably jump out or-so I was real slowly 
walked toward her and was talking to her to get her attention, and she [ something] that 
she wasn't supposed to be standing in her high chair. And I just got into fingertip length • 
to that child, and to this day I don't how she did it, and she flipped herself backwards, out 
of the high chair, plopped on the floor. I picked her up and we had a chrome kitchen table 
at the time, Thomas was upstairs asleep, he had worked all night. I picked her up and she 
went limp on me. Well I thought she had killed herself. I kept hollerin' 'Jane! Jane!' you 
know I thought ifl hollered long enough she'd look up at me say 'what, mommy?' 
[laughs] or something to that respect. Well I laid her on that kitchen table because I think 
I was getting so weak-and that was before we had 911. and my hollering woke Thomas 
up, and just the sound of my voice I guess he realized there was something wrong. And 
he came down to see what was going on, and I think the coldness of that chrome table 
kind of helped revive her. And we decided we needed to take her to the emergency room, 
called the neighbor to see if she would watch for the other two coming home, and we got 
to the emergency room and again we had to wait and wait. And again it was the family 
doctor, aaaannnnd when he got to us by then she was running all over the place [laughs]. 
So 'mother I don't think we have anything to worry about, but just to give you peace of 
mind we'll do an x-ray.' Well he was just floored when he came out, he said 'she actually 
has a hairline fracture.' 
In where? 
In her skull. So you know. she had fallen with that force. And of course they don't do 
anything, he told me not to let her go to sleep for a while to watch her eyes dilating and 
all that. And he did not even want to put it on her medical records cause he said 'that's 
gonna follow her the rest of her life' when she goes to get medical or life insurance, that • 
she [unintelligible words] bad results. As I said she's probably the best of the bunch, if 
you want to analyze. Maybe that's what it takes, a blow to the head! [laughter]. But no. 
Thomas and I often talked that neither one of us had child psychology training or 
anything like that. We feel-and the children have said as much, and one of the 
~ mpliments my son has paid me also was . · m a son I value it even more, 
J\J C,QUJiog from a male, let's say-he told me years ago that one t mg ea ways a mire 
' about-I guess he was addressing me-that I never played favorites, and that made me 
feel real good. Cause I do have two sisters, and I think they both played favorites with 
their children, and I think he saw that. [pause] He's also the one that said to me one day 
'mother, why do you let my children do things and different things that we weren't 
allowed to have?' [laughs] and ohh, it's different when you have grandchildren. He 
couldn't see why it would be. After he had a couple he did admit that there's a difference! 
[laughs] 
When you were raising your children, did you have much help from other family 
members or other people in the community? 
No. uh, we had family here, but there wasn't really the need since I was a stay-at-home 
mother. Now when I had other children-don't believe I had any hospital confinement 
when I had them-you know family came through and provided meals, took care of the 
few older ones. I remember we had a gal across the street I would occasionally hire for 50 
cents an hour to take the two I had at that time for a walk while I scrubbed the kitchen • 
• 
• 
floor. And boy I would just go like a house on fire to get my [laughs] my 50-cents worth! . 
[pause] course the most I ever made babysitting was 25 cents, so I thought-nowadays, 
gad, they get five dollars an hour! 
I mean I think now people probably charge 15 an hour or something like that. 
Times have changed. And not always for the better. [me: yeeeeah]. To [tragedies?] on 
campuses and what's going on now. [***referring to the shootings two days before of 
32 people at Virginia Tech by a mentally ill student, on April 16, 2007]. It's 
unbelievable. Nobody values life. I shouldn't say nobody but-what do you think of the 
random shootings, you know, somebody just [something] with a gun and just-
I think too back in those days, and maybe you can even talk about this, but weren't 
people who were mentally ill, you know, institutionalized? 
Well, that's true. 
And I think today those people are-
On the streets. [yeah]. And I think as cruel as it was to isolate those people, maybe we've 
gone too far the other way. Cause in most cases, just like that young man in Virginia, 
now all of a sudden everybody knew he was odd, everybody thought he was strange. And 
there's one or two that showed they tried to help him, they tried to-even his roommate 
said all he would answer would be yes or no, not even carry on a conversation. He 
thought that was strange. Again, where were the parents? They didn't live too far from 
campus. And those guys out in Columbine. I mean that seems inexcusable when you 
heard how many weapons they had in that house and what all was on their computer. 
[pause] but maybe the parents were busy with their careers, never home, who knows. 
[pause] I don't know. [chuckle]. 
I wonder, did you have any encounters with mental illness when you were growing 
up here in Mount Vernon and when you were living in Mount Vernon when you 
were an adult? 
[long pause] 
Like, were there families that had children like that, what did they do with them? 
[long pause] now I know the development center-are you familiar with the development 
center? 
Yeah, I've never been there, but I've seen it. 
used to be a hall for TB patients, that's how it originated. Of there's very few 
fortunately of those type o cas o-goll, I don't know how long ago it was converted 
• to a state mental facility. And you know have everything from very small-well most of 
them are adults, but they have the mentality of-and I know my sorority used to go out, 
and of course a lot of them have deformity as well as mental. But oh my gosh what-you 
know the people that work with those people, kind of people on a daily basis. It's just 
fantastic that they have the compassion and patience and [ trails off]. 
You know, I can't-I know one family who had a handicapped child, but she definitely 
wasn't mentally handicapped. And I don't know what her ailment was but she couldn't 
walk. And she had an older sister and somehow they had made a-well, [chuckle] now 
you could go to a store and buy them, but it was like a carriage that she fit on the back of 
her sister's bicycle. It had two-did it have two wheels or three? I think it had three so it 
would balance. What makes me think of it now is what the parents buy to put on the back 
of their bicycles ... hers wasn't covered, I don't know what they did on rainy days, maybe 
dad took them. But you know you'd see the oldest girl taking her sister to school that 
way. And that gal never did get married but she went on to be quite an artist at one of the 
children's hospitals. [ me: the handicapped girl?] mm-hmm. Her dad ran a toy store. He 
had other things too but the toys are what I remember. Matter of fact he had a contest one 
day and I won a doll. 
But you can't remember any other interactions with mental illness or other 
handicapped people, growing up here and living her? 
[small and distantly] I really can't. 
Cause I mean now definitely-I know tons of people in my college who take, you 
know, drugs and go to counseling regularly. And maybe back then they would have 
just been kept at home or something. 
Well I don't think the drugs were as-[available?] 
Yeah, they weren't there. But now it even enables people to go to college. 
I'm sure there were some. But-well-well-I think I just happen to know there was a 
local doctor who had a son [pause] but really in those days I think parents, if they did 
have a child like that, were convinced, you know, you needed to put them in an 
institution. And I know this doctor, I mean a lot of people didn't even know they had a 
child like that cause they had other children. [pause] and I know that child probably 
would be more my age, I know he-actually he died not long ago. But he was an adult. 
But I do think-well, now that I'm thinking, I'm really thinking way back-I know of 
another family-I don't think I ever saw their child, but it was out at the development 
center, and I remember when their dad got transferred to California. I mean they were 
very good and went to see him quite often, but the father was transferred to California 
and they were advised not to take him because the change was going to be too dramatic 
on him, I could never figure out how could you leave a child you know behind. 
Fortunately they had friends and maybe the grandparents are still in town, promised them 
they would look in on him and check on him. And I know whenever they did come into 






they spent time with him. and he seemed to know them! But it worked out for them and 
he has passed away. Most of them-course I think they live longer now because of the 
antibiotics and drugs that-I remember hearing a story and I understand it was true. Now 
this didn't happen locally but a physician helped with the delivery of a child and it had 
very very deformed legs, feet. And they said it would never able-never-and they 
didn't have the therapy. I think it probably was more hopeless than it is now. And he 
recommended to those parents to institutionalize that child. And the parents could not do 
it. And years and years later this doctor was in a concert and they introduced the 
violinist-anyways this person had really excelled as a violinist, and the doctor for some 
or other reason felt he recognized that last name and was trying to place it. And it gnawed 
on him so that after the concert he looked up the young man and by then his parents were 
around him and here it was this child. He ended up, he couldn't use his legs, he was right 
on that one but he had other skills he developed. 
Yeah, and he could have been just in an institution. 
And not ever been able to develop that [trails off] 
Yeah just nowadays I feel like people like that aren't-I mean there are no 
institutions, or not as many any more. 
And I mean you never saw a Down's syndrome child, certainly they must have had at the 
time. 
Yeah. I mean I think people like the guy who shot all those people, you know, for 
whatever reason he's not getting the proper, you know, oversight and medical care. 
I think in the past he would have just gotten in an institution. 
And so many of those people and their parents don't feel they need it. There's nothing 
wrong with my child, he's different, you know-he doesn't need to be like yours. And a 
lot of times it is [pause] something the parents can't or won't recognize. 
A lot of people by the time their my age, some people just won't take their 
medications. Cause they don't-if they're a student at college you can't force them 
to take it if they're not there I guess. That's another big problem. 
So-you kind of talked about birthday parties a little-but family traditions, family 
gatherings, what kind of role did that play as your children were growing up? 
Getting together with other different generations. 
[ same narrative as before, summer and Christmas gatherings] 
Did the family take vacations or anything like that? 
No, we were never able financially to take vacations . 
What did these gatherings mean to you personally? 
Oh they were important. We played a lot of games together, and my mother did sit down 
long enough to play games. My dad took us on hikes-he was more the outdoorsy one. I 
remember we'd have Monopoly games going for days, we'd play for a while and get 
back to it. We played bingo, Mom enjoyed that one. And we had lots of [pennies?] to 
play bingo with. [ tape ends] 
Friday, April 27, 2007 
[talking about husband Thomas' move in nursing home] they apparently use that facility 
quite a bit for student nursing training, and being that it's the end of the year every day 
there was a group in there, and of course a lot them looked very young because they 
were, and some were older students. I was very surprised when he first went there, the 
type of personal services he needed, that he adapted as well sort of a stranger to be taking 
care of his personal needs. Well when they had all these students that were training, he 
became very uncomfortable, he said 'I don't like these young kids wiping my fanny for 
me!' and he just made some comments that disturbed the staff and they felt that he would 
be happier in the dementia ward. And they let him see the room before I even saw it, 
which was fine. And they originally said 'we'll let you know when a room becomes 
vacant' that they were going to move him to, but I thought what really makes a difference 
if they're going to move him? But the way it worked out they let him see it first, and 
• 
apparently that gave him a feeling of 'I got to do something,' because it's been bothering • 
him that other people are making decisions for him. [so now he's in a room that he 
picked]. He seems content. I'm still adjusting. I still have that flicker of hope that we can 
bring him home. My son was just asking me, they belong to a golf club over in the 
Columbus area and for the last several years he's taken all of us there for Mother's Day, 
his sisters. He was just asking me if we could still do Mother's Day, he's offered to come 
over and get us. So if that's the case it's his headache getting him in and out [ of the car]. 
[I say I almost forget Mother's Day every year]. Well actually I think it's gotten so 
commercialized. 
You talked about raising your children, and I was wondering where your children 
are now and how you would describe your relationship with them now. 
They all have you know their education. They got their master's in each one of their 
fields. And they've all been employed ever since they got out of college-which is a 
good thing for parents, with today's work the way it is. [pause to get snack]. I'd say we 
still have a close relationship. Of course each one of them is in a different stage in their 
adult life and you have to respect that. In the case of our son, his children are grown, he 
has grandchildren, so now that he and his wife are more free to do things than they were 
for a number of years, things that they enjoy. They both have gotten bit by the golf bug, 
and that's their leisure time. Matter of fact they bought a condo down in Tennessee by a 
golf course, every long weekend that comes along they try to get down there. I know they 




It's been kind of an adjustment and I think his sisters are bothered by it more than I am, 
because now-they did over Easter and I I know they're going Memorial Day. We never 
did that much as a whole family over Memorial Day, but I think his sisters feel like 
they're breaking up the tradition. I don't know if he realizes that. Now it tickled me, they 
have a married son in the vicinity, and our son made the comment that his son was kind 
of peeved they weren't going to be home for Easter. I should have said 'well, your sisters 
were too.' [chuckles]. [ so they're going to this place during holidays] yeah, and during 
vacations. [go to Oregon to see grandkids also]. [how old great-grandchildren?] 11 and 3. 
and then our oldest daughter, she has a daughter in college at Otterbein, so she's not too 
far from home. And her son is a sophomore in high school, and he's real involved in 
soccer [on trav teams. Live in Gahanna. Son in Groveport, other daughter in Zanesville]. 
Plus our daughter teaches and tutors, so between her own immediate family's 
commitments she gets pretty frustrated when she can't get over here as often as she'd 
like. And being a teacher she can't get off. [son got license, help. And our youngest 
daughter does not have children and she-is able and does, let's say, I know she juggles 
her schedule around, probably gives us the most of her time. Actually we're kind of 
spoiled, when she worked for Children's Services as an administrator of the adoption 
agency she had more flexibility as far as scheduling her own time, and she always went 
with me when dad had doctor appointments with his specialist. Now about two years ago 
she switched to hospice of Licking County and she's a social worker for hospice, and her 
time is more restricted ... and her husband works for the Zanesville Police Department. 
[ she works in Newark] . 
[son's job--comptroller]. They make and recycle and sell and rent 50-gallon drums. I 
never knew there was such a need for SO-gallon drums until he got into that [laughs]. [has 
other companies around US, employ 450 people, most in factory]. That was him on the 
phone kind of flustered because he couldn't come down this weekend, he's so bogged 
down with work. It's the end of the month. 
Your two daughters are a teacher and a social worker-do you feel your children's 
professions reflect how you raised them? 
Well educating them and encouraging them to go on came really from both Thomas and 
I. I had [ wanted to be nurse and Kgarten teacher]. In a sense Thomas and I neither one 
got the right encouragement. I had received more than he did. And I think this is hard for 
this generation to comprehend, but remember we go back about 60 years and then it was 
get out of school and find a job and help support the rest of the family, you know your 
siblings. Our generation was born right before or during or after the 
depression ... [Thomas' parents] there weren't too many jobs. I always felt my husband's 
father was a hard worker but it wasn't one they were going to get wealthy on. But he 
supported his family the best he knew how and could. Unfortunately his wife didn't know 
how to manage money, that caused problems. [her mother taught to manage money and 
household]. 
• Do you feel your children's careers reflect family tradition? 
Keep in mind on my side there was the language barrier, neither one of my parents knew 
where resources were, and I guess nobody volunteered that information either. Now I 
know when ... [younger sister] by the time she was in high school and showed an interest 
in art, 17, 18 years would have passed-by then my parents were a little more informed 
and were guided in how she may be eligible for a scholarship. There was no guidance 
[for me]. 
And then you feel you tried to pass that on to your children. 
Oh yeah. My daughter in one of the memory books she made for us said something like 
'mother talked about me going to college long before I was ready, I think just to prepare 
herself for my leaving!' [laughs] we hoped with further education they would have more 
ease in their life than we had had. [pause] and yet I feel the type of life I happened to fall 
into made me better because of it. I really do feel that way and I've never felt deprived. 
Now in Thomas' case, the church was so important in his parents' life he felt they put the 
church before their children. [ which church?] they were Nazarene. And although he 
himself-we attended church faithfully, well we still do, but we do it at Eastern Star, and 
when our children were growing up and going to Sunday school and youth groups and all 
of that. But he has trouble and unfortunately he blames that particular branch of religion. 
If there was $15 in the pot, the first $5 went to the church and other $10 was used among 
a family of seven. That doesn't work too well. His mother was different. I have an idea 
what her childhood must have been like. Like if there was a pie, it went to church 
first ... and Thomas felt the children you brought into the world should come first. Not 
that you shouldn't be involved with church, but that I think he felt the children should be 
first and church next. Whether that's right or not I don't know. I hope we did both. 
So emphasis on education helped how you thought about raising your children and 
also Thomas' experiences with his own family. 
Yeah he definitely wanted more, better you know for his own children. He often worked 
two jobs and a few little ones on the side to create that extra income for that venture. And 
we taught them to be responsible, like our son would mow the neighbors' yards and he 
had a paper route, and the girls did babysitting and some clerking to help with future 
college expenses. [both girls went to Otterbein, girls would work on breaks. Son at 
Ashland University]. 
Finances for vacations? [actually her childhood] we took them on trips. We did the New 
England states one time. Not necessarily every year, especially after they had summer 
jobs. [Niagara Falls, Lake Erie, Tennessee]. [any vacations really important memories 
for family, what role play?] I'm not quite sure what you mean ... [explain more]. Well 
we tried to make it educational. We've gone to amusement parks also, but most of the 
trips we planned serve to leave an educational mark on [them]. We went to Williamsburg, 
Virginia one year. And the New England states was pretty extensive. we went to 







vision. [kids also went to scout, YMCA, 4-H camp]. All of them were involved with the 
youth group at church. [ went on weekends with those]. 
Do you know why they chose these helping professions, a teacher and a social 
worker? 
Our daughter, the oldest one, has always liked working with children, and I can't 
remember a time when she ever wanted to be anything other than a teacher. Course she 
was always playing school with her little sister and she was the teacher and her little 
sister was the student. Our youngest daughter was an avid reader ... and she still-no I 
retract that, I've been meaning to ask her if she has time to read. She did mention to me 
one time, I was washing dishes, she was drying, and she made the comment that she 
wanted to be a pediatrician. Well before that she had a play kitchen and she was forever 
making potions. Her play kitchen was on one side of the family room because she was so 
messy I didn't want it on the carpet ... and we always said she was going to be a 
researcher. And ... well I always regretted it, my reaction, but it floored me so because I 
had never heard her mention that field of medicine ... and when she said 'pediatrician' all 
I could see was dollar signs as far as educating. And I was so startled I think I startled 
her-and I said, which is a stupid thing again, see mothers are stupid sometimes-I said 
'well you'll be 30 something whatever when you get out of school,' and your sister-and 
she thought it'd be really funny like her sister being 40 when you got out of med school, 
'and your little niece will be 15.' ... [ started in life sciences at Otterbein, premed, done 
well at Mount V emon but a challenge at Otterbein]. Jane was a perfectionist, she worked 
really hard at being the top of her class, and of course she met a different type of 
competition in college, and it took her a while to adjust that she wasn't the top student. 
[saw other students rejected from med school]. And she got cold feet, and she switched to 
social work. [got job with children's services in Zanesville, there 17 years]. 
By that time she had been married a number of years and they found out she could not 
conceive. And I think dealing with that type of child involvement on a daily basis, when 
the opportunity came up to go to hospice, which she is really fulfilling her I think 
medical-of course I'm always reluctant to say she's so happy in that job because 
working with hospice knowing the majority of cases aren't going to make it-but she 
really finds fulfillment, that's the word I oughta use, in that field. [ never regrets it, before 
hospice told her she regretted not being a doctor]. And again mother was surprised 
because at the time I thought she was happy in the job she did have .... [turnover and 
regression in children] I think she became frustrated, disillusioned, disappointed, 
whatever. Every time she came home I would say 'I expected to see a little bundle in 
your arms.' [but agency not allow]. And then as I say tragically after they were married a 
while they discovered she couldn't conceive. By then they were in their mid-30s, and 
they did speak about adoption, but I think her husband wanted an older child and she 
wanted a younger one. [he had relatives who had bad experience with adopting foster 
children]. I don't bring up the subject of children with either one of them because I know 
it was such a hurtful thing when they found out., especially with out daughter. They both 
would have made fantastic parents . 
What has it meant to you to be a mother and wife in your life? 
If I had not become a wife, if I had not become a mother-I would have wanted to have 
adopted for one thing if we hadn't been able to have children. I guess I found fulfillment 
in that. I enjoyed keeping house, not the yard but the inside. And I think because I was 
home I was able to give the children the time-I played with them, I read with them, I 
taught them skills I felt they would need in adulthood. I always have to laugh, I taught 
our son to clean and sew and do dishes just like the girls. And of course at time he did not 
appreciate that, and I told him 'well, someday you'll go off to college or off to the service 
or you may get married and your wife will really appreciate it.' Well of course he 
couldn't see that at the time but once he was married his wife was with him a week or 
two and she said to me 'Michael knows more about housekeeping than I do!' and I said 
'say that real loud, would you please?' Y(A 
Did you teach Michael those skills because you remember how your brothers were 
treated differently when you were younger? 
Possibly. I think it's necessary for everybody. Even if you have a stay-at-home wife she 
might be ill for a week or two or a day or two, and some men are just lost! Now Thomas 
used to cook, and he cooked when I was working, but boy when I retired he hung it 
up ... [ various stories about cooking] 
I guess this bring up an issue--you lived through a time in the 70s when feminism 
was becoming more a of a thing and women going back to work-have you ever felt 
gender inequality was a problem for you? 
I did what I wanted to do, possibly needed to do at the time. I don't-I don't have a lot of 
envy. My one friend especially who went back to work-to this day, I don't think she 
realizes [boy suffered from her working]. He is an adult now, married a couple times,. I 
was sorry to hear not long ago they basically don't even speak ... and that's not true in 
every family. 
In your life, do you ever feel that because you're a woman you've had different 
opportunities or inequality from men? Or when your daughters were in school? 
[pause] I guess not for me. I know when Thomas was on the police force there were no 
women. Or women firemen. And I think when they first did there was a lot of pros and 
cons. Same thing with the service. I guess women really had to prove to the world and to 
themselves that they really were capable of doing something besides raising children. But 
I've often thought being a parent is one of the few jobs that you don't have any training 
for, and it's such a big important job, to guide and direct and teach. I think unconsciously 
we either do it the way our parents did because we liked it that way or we don't [pause] I 
can't believe what you're going to come up with with all the rambling ... ! 
[I suggest giving this to historical society] I'd want to read this before I even gave it to 






Because you have a granddaughter my age, how do you feel your granddaughter's 
experiences in school and growing up were different from yours? 
[ two granddaughters, 31 and 21]. So even their lives are different. I would say the oldest 
one is more outgoing, she'd try anything once, and this one is more on the conservative 
side, like grandma was! [laughs] but her mother has been in the school system and seeing 
how some of those cute little third graders she had turned out in junior high, the type of 
clothing and recreation they chose for themselves, I often thought she was being too 
protective, especially with her daughter-she's loosened up with her son. And fortunately 
the neighborhood they chose, they live in a good neighborhood in their community, and 
the parents think like my daughter and her husband, what and when the kids are permitted 
to do certain things. [grandson's friends call selves a 'posse']. See that was a new one on 
me. In my day a posse was somebody you didn't want to mix with! [laughs] ... and now I 
know a few years ago, [the boys] would get together in each other's home and play 
poker. Well in my day, gad, anyone who played poker, that was bad news! [I laugh]. So 
you know, like everything, times have changed. And materialistic wise, look at all the 
electronics now. The word 'computer' wasn't even invented while I was in high school. 
I wonder how you feel about all the technology that is available now and how it's 
changed people's lives. 
Well both good and bad I would say. I mean you've gotta have progress. And I know that 
makes it difficult for the teaching system because it changes so rapidly. [ discussion of 
teachers, I say my mother teaches in poor area]. And that seems to be so frequent 
anymore. Like Lori says you spend half your day disciplining, and they use a naughty 
word and you tell them we don't use that in the classroom, 'well why not, my mom and 
dad say it!' it's probably worse now, she mentioned they had four children in her building 
and they all had the some mother, and each one had a different father. And all I could 
think was at least she made it legal for a few months! 
I'm wondering, when you were going to school in Mount Vernon, weren't there probably 
children like that but they just didn't come to school? 
Well there weren't as many, the population's growing too. I mean now it seems like it's 
more accepted. I mean golly if a girl got pregnant when we were in high school, my gosh, 
they were ashamed and the family hid it as long as they could, send her down to another 
state or something. But now, gad-it's accepted even if it's the second or third pregnancy 
out of marriage! 
I mean which way do you think of handling that was better? 
I mean even in my time sex education wasn't taught in schools or mentioned at home that 
much, but everyone knew there was something you just didn't do! And the fact of 
disappointing our parents or my parents-I know my girlfriends felt the same way, that-
in that time it was considered sane that they wouldn't want to do this to themselves or to 
• their parents. And now I think the kids are so much more freer that I don't think they ever 
stop and think. I don't know. You've got an old-fashioned woman here. [I laugh]. And I 
always taught my children if you want to play adult games be sure you're ready to take 
on adult responsibilities. And it was, now they have so much more advantage to protect 
themselves .. .It was hit or miss I guess. [laughter] You hope they'd miss and they didn't 
always miss! 
You said you're old-fashioned, what do you mean by that? 
Well the morals of today bother me-well they talk about recreational sex and that just 
blows my mind! [laughs] I don't know how you feel about it, you don't have to share. I 
just [pause] I don't know ifl'd fit into today's youth society. [laughs] I'm sure my 
parents would have eben different so consequently I would have been different, right? 
Maybe you could describe more what you mean by 'the morals of today' bother you 
and what effect it has. 
There's so many unwanted children born by these relationships. And I've even witnessed 
it in this community. You'd see them girls downtowns everal of them with babies on their 
hips. And sure they're cute when they're little and they stay where you put them, but 
once they get to be toddlers and they need to be washed constantly I think that's where a 
lot of the abuse starts coming in, because the mothers are 'I still have my life to live.' 
And some of them really want a baby until they have it. [pause] yet I don't believe in 
abortion, and I know I never could have given up a child of my own. [pause] so I just 
• 
didn't take a chance! • 
Do you see any way that these problems could be helped? 
Well it seems what they're trying to teach doesn't seem to be working. Maybe it's just 
the freedom of society. There's more access to material things-parents in those cases are 
more able to endow their children with material things, and that starts at a young age. 
Look at some of the expensive equipment some preschoolers have, and it just keeps 
going on and on. So they've done everything by the time they're 15 or 12 or 11-it seems 
like the age gets younger all the time when you hear reports. 
Statistic, 60 percent of 3-year-olds have a TV in bedroom? 
Well look at the, even the little Barbie electric cars or Batman's cars, or electric four-
wheelers-1 mean I see probably eight, nine-year-olds buzzing around fields. And I think 
'no wonder they want a car by the time they're 16.' Of course a truck is the thing now for 
the boys. Of course a lot of females like a truck. I don't know. 
What do you think makes people want to get their kids so much stuff? 
Advertising. Trying to keep up woth the Joneses, so to speak. [pause] I don't know, that's 




You've definitely lived through a time where materialism is much more common . 
. .. advertising, especially when they say so many youngsters watch TV. And it just 
continues. [pause] I remember when my children were younger it came Christmastime 
and they started advertising toys and dolls and trucks. And they would use background 
that would make everything seem so real. And often I had to point out to them that what 
they saw on TV wasn't completely everything they were going to get if they did order it. 
And it wasn't near as exciting then when they didn't have all that background activity 
that came with it, or as it showed it on TV. 
So do you think this is a product of people's choices, or are there government policies 
that contribute to it? 
Don't you think the economy has a lot to do with it, especially when it was at its best? I 
mean the wages were higher, aaannd I know a lot of families definitely need that second 
income, but part of it is because they want the nicer houses, they want the latest car, they 
want to latest electrical gadget that's on the market. I mean look at cell phones. So many 
things our generation considered a luxury have become a necessity. There was a time we 
didn't have a telephone. We finally got one that we all shared. Same way with bathrooms. 
[laughs] look how many bathrooms houses have in them now, one for at least every two 
children. And now we consider that a necessity. I know when they built these I thought 
'do they really need two bathrooms on the same floor?' but often we both were in one of 
them . 
Since you have a perspective of your family coming from Europe-they have wealth 
also but live in smaller houses. 
Well I think that's because of the land shortage. 
But do you think there is a difference in the materialism between Europe and the 
United States? 
I mean some of them are very successful, I'm thinking ofrelatives. [pause] I guess I don't 
have enough comparison to make a judgment. 
In Mount Vernon, all the building that went on up Coshocton Road. At Kenyon 
people want to keep it rural and not have this development coming in, and I was 
wondering if you felt that was more of the same thing, the economy like you were 
talking about. 
Well I think too again-well I'm thinking in the stores. They used to be open from 9 to 6 
six days a week and nothing was open on Sunday. And then I think as women started 
working they couldn't make it to the store by 5 :30, I think think 5 :30 was the main 
closing time. So they started hassling about having stores open on Sunday and I 
remember that was a big thing, the churches of course were against it. And now the stores 
• are open 24 hours a day and the parking lots are full all the time. The whole system 
seems to have changed. And the need. I mean those stores wouldn't be open if there 
wasn't the need for it. And even I once in a while have gone out at 2 in the morning when • 
we needed some cough syrup or something, and I think 'gad, who would have thought?' 
[laughs]. And I wasn't the only one when I got there! 
A lot of people would say gain convenience for stores being open, but I'm wondering 
if you think anything is lost from all the new stores and development. 
Well the downtown merchants feel that the ones on Cochocton A venue have ruined their 
business, and it's true in many communities. But I feel if they provided the 
merchandise-course the prices are-our daughter who's a teacher mentioned one time 
that she couldn't have shoebox projects anymore at school because her students didn't 
know what a shoebox was ... they would pick up an inexpensive pair of shoes at Wal-mart 
ofK-mart that don't come in shoeboxes. Of course in Mount Vernon the only shoe store 
you could call a shoe store would be Payless, and you're limited with what you can get 
there. I can't find any shoes there. But we used to have three or four shoe stores on Main 
Street. We used to have two or three big department stores with several levels. We also 
had quite a few bars along Main Street. Now there's only one. We used to have a general 
store on one of the comers that drew the farmers every Friday and Saturday night. .. and 
really Main Street was buzzing, with people on the sidewalk and cars up and down. And 
now of course I don't get that way very often but it's dead. And even in Christmas 
season ... with all the trouble the merchants go to to draw, and they serve tea and hot cider 
and cookies and donuts, the few times I've gone through or driven through, it wasn't like 
it used to be, you'd actually bump into people on the sidewalk. 
So with all the businesses gone, what has the community lost from that? 
Seems all we have is craft shops and candle shops-well you're from a different 
community, how do you look at it? 
[my town is really small, never big commercial destination anyway, also haven't been 
there long enough] 
Wednesday, May 2, 3007 
I was wondering if you could talk about the role of religion in your life when you 
were younger and how it has changed over time. 
I think I shared with you that my mother was Protestant and my dad was Jewish, so in a 
sense we were exposed to both religions as children .. .I would say, well we observed both 
Christian and the Jewish holidays. As far as attending, ~ere attending war~hip 
services while we were in Germany, we weren't welcome in the Christian churches 
because of the split marriage, so most of our attendance in services were at the 
~agagl.le;-which .. the home we lived in at one time had been the Jewish schoolhouse. 






Christmas, we didn't get gifts for both. I think for mother's sake dad let her do Christmas 
because we had a tree. Then after we got here to the United States there were I would say 
ish families, maybe there were 3~ that also had young children. For a while there 
was a m ding in Mot.int Verr?ofi that Those Jewish residents used as their synagogue. I 
had kind of a versatile religion life I guess because I rmemeber going to Sabbath school 
and even teaching some of the classes. And then I don't know why but that synagogue, 
whether they couldn't maintain it or because of the number of families participating-I 
even recall going to people's homes, someone would be instructing a group ofus in the 
Hebrew customs and in the religion. Then there were different family fathers most of the 
time that would drive a car of us over to Mansfield where there was an established 
synagogue. And that went on quite a few years. 
What age would you say the synagogue closed down? 
It must have been in my real early teens, and I remember going to Mansfield even up 
through my late teens. And in fact I had an infatuation for the rabbi's son and that's why I 
remembered the time there [I laugh]. But I did date a few Jewish fellas. In Mount 
Vernon? Actually there was only one in Mount Vernon, one came to visit his aunt in the 
summer, kind of a summer romance. And I also dated Gentiles. And you know because 
of the background-there was only one out of the five ofus that ended up marrying a 
Jewish fellow. My parents were pleased, they had no objection. In my case, since I fell in 
love with Thomas who was going to be in Mount Vernon, I had to make a decision, and I 
familiarized myself with Christianity and the teachings there, and I think that's one 
reason I put off accepting his proposal cause I wanted to make sure-cause I didn't want 
the situation like we had at home, [pause] where you know one parent would be going to 
one church and another and another. I was thinking ahead of raising our own family. I 
chose to go join his church, get involved in it. I have always thought no matter what-
well, we've been involved with two different churches since we've been married, and I 
do find when we're studying the Old Testament I feel more comfortable, and I think it's 
because I feel more familiar with it. And I've also taught Sunday school in the Methodist 
church [chuckles] it's kind of interesting. And several months ago when we still able to 
go to church faithfully they were studying the Book of Esther for several Sundays, and I 
was surprised how comfortable I was and how [ something] came back. Matter of fact I 
even told him I saud 'boy, deja vu today!' 
Why not want family to go to different churches? 
Probably because of the difficult decision I had when I had to make the choice. I 
remember the first Jewish holida that came u after we were married, my auhtwho was 
ho~ting that year invited Thomas and I. and I thou ht 'Clara, ou've ma ea ec1s1on, you 
c~' And I just didn't want to put my future children into that position. mean 
if they'd wanted to that would've been up to them once they became adults. We were still 
involved with the Methodist church. We actually went back to the church we were 
married in which Thomas had gone to as a teen. And then for 50-some years we went to a 
bigger church cause there was more for the children, more variety of teaching for 
children. Two years ago we went back to the church we were married in and that was 
kind of neat too. Does that give you enough ... ? [pause for food] 
How did you feel about the closing of the synagogue here? 
I suppose at the age I was in I didn't-I think I was sad cause we had a good relationship 
with the people. But a lot of the Jewish families were working for a local company called 
Shelmar ... and it kept scaling down and was sold and resold, and actually a lot of the 
gentlemen in the families that were involved with the synagogue were in the 
administration of that particular company. And they relocated. So the few that were left, 
there just wasn't enough to maintain it. Now I don't know how many Jewish students are 
at Kenyon-
Oh, there are a lot. 
But as far as residents in Mount Vernon, and I may not know all of them, but I bet there 
aren't more than five. 
How have you felt about that community disappearing? 
Well as I say I think it was after that closed that the few families that were left, the 
fathers-it seemed like they took us on Sundays, the synagogue was on Saturdays but 
they offered Sabbath school. Cause I don't remember-it seemed like on Sunday there 
. ( 
• 
would be a couple carloads going [pause] so since they provided something else for • 
young people. And high holidays [pause] I don't remember getting to go on high holidays 
because priority of course had your regular members, and we were just guests. In 
Mansfield? Mm-hmm ... they just you know made the Sabbath school available because of 
the situation. 
Did you at the same time attend church? No. 
So you never attended a Christian church before you got married. Till a few months 
before. 
And you switched to a Methodist church. Yeah. 
How important was religion to you as a child and what did it do for you as a child? 
Well it must have been important or I wouldn't have gone as regularly ... even at that time 
they taught Bible, they had Bible classes in grade school, believe it or not they did have 
that. And once a week ... but I know my parents were given an option whether they 
wanted their children to go to that since it was basically Christian teaching. And again my 
parents felt that there was no harm in being an informed adults, and basically let us as 
adults make our own choices. 
Do you remember the experience of being in the Bible class? [ skeptical] Yeah? • 
• What was the teaching like? I would say it was like any Sunday school class now. 
• 
Do you remember if they taught anything that was against Judaism? No, no. They 
concentrated on Christianity. 
But that didn't really affect you as a child, it didn't make you want to change or anything. 
No, not at that point. I mean it was just another subject to learn basically. 
I know in a lot of Judaism the community of believers is important. What-
I think that's more in the Orthodox, which I can't say my family or my grandparents were 
Orthodox Jews. I know over in Columbus there's still the sector where the men wear the 
beards and the funny hats. I mean you know on Friday nights which is their Sabbath there 
would be prayer, extra prayer at the table ... not so much as my mother would do it, my 
aunt and uncle and grandparents ... and they would take over the Sabbath evening, and it 
was my grandmother mostly that took us to synagogue the next day. One of my most 
moving experiences when we made the trip to Germany a few years ago and I was able to 
go back to my hometown for a few hours was going to-as I said the synagogue was 
really just kind of in our backyard almost, because the building where we were living had 
been the Sabbath school. But the synagogue, which really had a lot of good memories for 
me, had been turned into a brewery. And that really hurt. But after we left the town we 
were in, or even before-we're going back 60 plus years-the Nazis had basically 
boarded up the front door of the synagogue and the Jews weren't supposed to use it any 
longer. But what-the faithful Jews are faithful to their religion, so what they did was-
not in bunches, they had to spread it out so no one would suspect somebody, they would 
come on the pretense of visiting my family, but after they got into the main hallway there 
was a back door to the back courtyard, and the men had made a new door to the back 
courtyard that was not visible to the street anywhere [pause]. The men, usually, would 
come and they'd go ahead and have their Friday evening-sometime I think they'd get it 
on different nights just to throw off of anybody was observing them. But I walked into 
that building that had, and in those days there was a balcony where the women and 
children sat upstairs and the men downstairs, well the balcony was still there and I 
remembered where the [ covenant?] was where the Torah was kept and all the elements. 
Course that was no longer gone but to think that anybody regardless what religion would 
convert a religious building into a brewery. That just really bothered me. Out here, we 
used to have a Bible college in Bangs, south of Mount Vernon ... and they built a beautiful 
chapel. . .I don't think they had enough students in it, it fell apart, there was abigger 
school outside somewhere. But I still see that chapel from the road, and a golf company 
bought it, and a golf course out of the grounds, and converted the chapel, this beautiful 
steeple and all, into their clubhouse. And I think 'how do those guys sit there in a bar 
when they knew this was a church?' [laughs]. That's just me, obviously it doesn't bother 
the ones that are using it. 
Do you know why it bothers you in that way? 
-~ 
I think it's to do-I respect other people's religion. I think 'okay it's not mine' [pause] I 
think that probably comes from the Jewish, the hatred against the Jews. I wouldn't hate 
somebody just because they thought differently that I do. It's just me. 
I was just wondering what kind of believer you felt you were when you were younger and 
still attending the synagogue. How into the religion were you, I guess. 
Probably not, you know-I mean I wasn't a preacher's kid. [laughs]. It was important to 
me. I mean I can't compare how I felt say as strongly as my in-laws did about theirs 
where they neglected many things and put the emphasis on the church. 
Did you consider yourself a Jewish girl when you were growing up in Mount 
Vernon? You said you dated Jewish boys. 
Y eah .. .I actually Kenyon .. .I think at that time if a Kenyon fellow heard there was a 
Jewish girl down in Mount Vernon, cause invariably they would look up the few. You 
mean the Jewish boys at Kenyon would? Yeah ... and I can't think, there weren't that 
many jewish girls around, I suppose that's another reason I ended up marrying a 
Protestant. I had wanted to go to school in Columbus and for some odd reason my parents 
didn't think I could handle it. And maybe I would have been exposed to other Jewish 
young people, male or female. And I the thought just came to me and I kind of 
think ... this family who lived in Ashland, and I met them through the synagogue in 
Mansfield, and I know different times I was invited to their home for the high holidays, 
. -( 
• 
and I'd have to take a bus from Mount Vernon to Ashland. So I guess looking at that it • 
was important to me, to follow the customs of my grandparents even though it was kind 
of mixed in our own immediate family. [pause] does that help you any? [doubtful] 
Yeah-I guess I'm wondering too, how was the experience of becoming a Christian? 
Did you actually have to convert? 
There was you know material that I read. It was a while before I actually took 
membership because I had to be comfortable with it before I could say yes this is what I 
want. It wasn't-when you compare it with say citizenship from one country to another, I 
guess I had a little more problem with the religion rather than accepting 'yes this is the 
country I will live in and will support.' And you know worked on getting my official 
citizenship papers as soon as I was eligible. But it took a few more years with the 
religion, and as I said earlier to this day even I feel more comfortable when our church 
and Sunday school is discussing the Old Testament, so there's something about that 
early-childhood experience. 
Do you remember how you felt when you started attending the church and your new 
church community? 
Well I think I was so blindly in love that [I laugh] I wasn't thinking so much the religion 
part as being with my boyfriend at church. Can you relate to that? [chuckles]. Because 
church was very important to Thomas. • 
• 
• Did he ever tell you you had to--? 
• 
• 
It was more or less he knew that he couldn't convert to Judaism. And really at that point 
there wasn 't a synagogue, there wasn't anyone providing a Sabbath school, so it was kind 
of if you wanted to do something you had to go to a Protestant church. And I had a lot of 
friends that were Catholics [pause] I think we were probably more, trying to thin!s what J / _ 
word I want t f other religions other colors than a lot of oung people at ~tYJ 
th~J age because we'd been persecuted for our religion, could have been for our co or 1 !"A/ ,~ 
we were in the right-so I think my family, I can only speak for my family, was more \.....) ~ C/'-
compass1onate that way. I had never even seen a colored person till we came, there was a 7 
porter on the train we had. I always thought it was just their face and hands, anything you C ()l}(Y.df(l,, 
saw. Did I tell you about the little girl who was in the school bathroom? No. I 
accidentally opened the door, didn't realize someone was in there, and she was just 
pulling up her panties and I thought 'gosh, her fanny is black!' I mean-but you know 
when you've never seen someone like that. But I had lunch dinner whatever, was invited 
to birthday parties. We had, well one of my favorite friends from high school was 
colored. We had some really nice colored families here. 
So in your [something] was there really any segregation by race in Mount Vernon? 
Not that we were aware of. I think it was more about the behavior of the people rather 
than the color. What do you mean? Well Mount Vernon has really never had-there's 
probably more colored people now than there were in the late '30s, early '40s. and there 
were either hardworking, clean families who disciplined their children. But there was one 
or two families the kids were always, mostly the teenage boys were always into trouble. 
They broke their parents' heart because mom and dad were trying to be good citizens and 
trying to provide for their family and these boys you know they would steal, they would 
get tight and start browls in their neighborhood. And it was really the younger people-
Like people who were your age? Yeah, high school. It was usually the boys. They were 
the exception but they made the rest of the colored community look bad. I don't recall 
any interracial dating or marriage. Not here, probably in the big cities there were. I mean 
everybody was friends. In scout troop, or ... 
So you do remember black students in school and in the same types of activities. 
Oh yeah. 
Were there any in the churches you went to? ... Or did they have their own church I 
guess? 
Yeah they usually did. It was really not until I would sayyyy the early '70s before you'd 
see a colored-not even a family, just usually a single person. But Mount Vernon had a 
least two ... I would say two colored churches. Still have? I know the buildings, whether 
they're still being used I don't know because the population did decline. There didn't 
seem to be very many in my grade school or senior high day, but I think there were a lot 
of older ones that kept the church going. I don't know, I can't really say. 
How did your experience with different races in MV change over time? Like you 
said in the 70s you saw black people coming into churches where they weren't 
before. 
[pause] Didn't bother me. [ changes?] I'm sure it bothered some people, probably your 
older ones. I know there was a colored barber in town that had a big business of whites, 
and when the young people-not so much here, you know Columbus, you heard it on 
the-where the interracial marriages started coming more frequently, and I think a 
gentleman that was a colored mailman that everybody loved-even they felt that their 
own oughta stick to their own. And I think your older people, they wanted to be accepted, 
I mean they thought they should go to a restaurant like anybody else did, if they had the 
money to pay for it and were clean walking in there. But as far as actually intermarriage, 
I don't think the older ones even were in favor of it. [they just saw too many problems 
with it]. Yeah, and I think it would create problems for a family. Even-well I know of 
some families who adopted, some white children and some [pause] African-American, if 
that's what they want to be called. And I often thought, say an interracial couple had had 
children, I mean I don't know if they could handle it like my parents did with the 
religion, but how does the child feel, 'what am I?' you know? 'who should I be dating, 
who should I be marrying?' I always wondered how they handled that. 
Do you know of any families like that here? 
I did, but they left the area so I don't know anymore. A matter of fact there was a 
minister here in town, they adopted I think it was two white girls and two black boys. 
Very nice you know children. Well I knew them until the teen years but what they did 
socially I really didn't [trails off]. 
I know you said when your kids were growing up they were in youth groups. I was 
wondering how religious are you now and what role it plays in your life, since your 
children have moved on. 
Until Thomas' health I would say we were as involved and active as we were when the 
children were home. But he's basically-has not been well since '99. we just haven't had 
the stamina, energy or anything else. But even up until-gosh it's two years already now, 
when we went back to the church we were married in, which is a small church, he noticed 
their parking lot wasn't paved, and he talked to one or two of the gentleman and he sais 
'well that's a project we have on the agenda, we don't know when we'll have the money 
to do it.' So on his own-that's when he started to do his shore polishing on a volunteer 
basis-and believe it or not it was several hundred dollars over the time, I kept track, we 
donated just from the shoe polishing. Because although he did it on a volunteer basis 
there were a lot of people who wanted to contribute something, and when they heard 
what the money was going for sometimes they were generous ... he kind of likes to think 
• 
• 
of that, the paving is done ... he did get a lot of credit for that and rightfully so, the man on • 
• 
• 
the committee said 'we wouldn't have done that if Thomas wasn't pushing.' So our 
energy level has changed a lot in the past-when our kids were little compared to now. 
I guess I'm wondering too, how is your religion and churchgoing now related to 
your fundamental beliefs? 
Well, I certainly believe in God and certainly have called upon him a lot here lately. But I 
don't think I'm as religious as probably God would like for me to be. I mean it's an 
important part of my life and I have a real void if for one reason or other I can't make it 
to church, but I know we said grace when the children were here and we have gotten 
away from that, we shouldn't have-I don't know quite what you're looking for. 
Oh just in general how you would characterize the role of religion in your life. 
It's important but [pause] well I can't compare it with anything else. [pause] I would 
probably be devastated if something happened and people said 'hey you can't come here 
anymore,' because you're not a Baptist or welcome-but you don't have that. Uh [pause] 
I don't know how to explain it to you, because I realize it's hard for someone your 
age ... [ trails offJ 
Well I'm also not religious, so I don't have anything to compare it to myself. 
Now I used to have trouble with my friends that were devout Catholics so to speak, who 
would never miss going to mass on Saturday night or what was it, communion?-! forget 
how it was. Now they go almost their convenience [laughs]. And you know they 
wouldn't miss it but by golly they'd hit the bars every-I mean I could never understand! 
One of my friends who's Catholic describes it to me that it's a ritual you drag 
yourself into church on Sunday, you go no matter what else you've been doing. 
Well especially through the years of working-it'd seem like boy Friday night they knew 
they better make it to catechism or--confession, that's what it was. And to me they were 
committing the same sins every weekend and then running-you know how many times 
does God forgive us? [laughter] 
[ my story about religion] 
Well now like we've spoken about Thomas' family, they went several times a week. And 
Thomas' dad was a disciplinarian, and Thomas got a beating from him he's never 
forgotten ... but what he punished him for, I keep telling him well you disobeyed the 
family rules. But his father thought he should go to church that Sunday but Thomas was a 
bat boy for some ball team that was traveling out of town and didn't tell his parents. So I 
think they were both worried about him-and angry, disappointed, and I guess his dad 
really gave him-and you know beatings was an accepted discipline at that time. But I 
think really from that day on he just never felt towards his dad the same way. [How old 
• was he?] He was probably about sixteen. [Oh yeah that's pretty old]. Old enough also to 
• < 
know-and it tickles me because I think that he has told our children you know as long as 
you you know, you're in our home and this is what I think ... they're supposed to obey the • 
family rules as long as they're under his roof. But yet he wasn't obeying them-because 
he didn't reason well. Maybe our children couldn't see what the big thing was for us! 
Who knows. 
I guess I was wondering what you think your biggest achievement has been? 
[pause] Raising a family. [That's kind of what I thought from how you've talked about 
it]. I mean that doesn't compare with like all you've already done [I laugh, embarrassed], 
and who knows what you will achieve. But given the time and you know family situation 
that I came from-and Thomas and I often I guess pat ourselves on our back because his 
brothers ... but when we see what's happened to say Thomas' nieces and nephews we 
must have given ours a different environment, whether it was discipline, time, patience, 
we don't know. But Thomas more so than I used to bring it up, what did we do so right? 
And he's so proud of the fact-his parents didn't encourage education, and he always 
wanted to do better for his children, I should say ours, than what we felt he had. Now 
Thomas was very intelligent but I think because of the home environment all he wanted 
to do was get out of there as soon as he could. And ... education was very important in my 
family ... the first two were caught in that period of time, there was the language barrier, 
the fact like I mentioned no one was really there to guide our parents-uh I don't know. 
Is there anything you regret either doing or not doing? 
Oh I'm sure there's things. [pause] well I've often wondered how different my life would 
have been ifmy parents, mainly my mother I would say, let me go to Columbus and try 
something completely different. And sometimes I think at that time she was still a stay-
at-home mother, she was still insecure about her language, she really wasn't comfortable 
going out into the world. Where my oldest sister, she was kind of a self-centered 
personality, and she was also quite a social butterfly. During the war Kenyon was an Air 
Force base, and very conveniently-there was a bus line that ran from Gambier to Mount 
V emon, and one of the bus stops would you believe-to this day when I look at that 
comer it seems like such an inappropriate place for a bus stop, I don't know if my sister 
had something to do with it or not, but one of the bus stops was right by the comer of our 
house. And she really got acquainted with a lot of those! [laughter] she was always a far 
more, she looked older than she was ... because I know there was fellows, there was 
officers that she was dating when she was still in high school! I remember even in 
Germany she was 11 or 10, there was troop trains coming into our community-
something I regret, I just thought of something I regret. Not asking the older family 
members about things. It puzzles me so-we lived in this small community that was a 
grape-growing, a big winemaking, consequently they had a lot of beer halls-but there 
would be troop train after troop train coming into our town ... when I saw most of them 
was, course those days it was still safe walking up and down from our friend's house to 
home, they would be at the beer gardens. But my sister made a habit of going to greet 
those troop trains! [Even when she was ten?] yes! But she looked like she was 15. shr 






Jewish background because she was blond, blond as could be and natural curly hair. [ she 
thought she was adopted] ... in fact Thomas got a card from her today that was very 
moving and I think gee, when you think of the relationship you and my sister and I had 
with my sister-I mean she wanted to play the role of big sister, she was only 2 years and 
12 days older but she knew it all, she thought she had to teach me and I didn't wanna 
learn anything from her! But I didn't understand when I think of how many trains were 
coming in, where did they all go? Unless they were actually hiding them thinking there 
was an attack ... [So there are things that don't make sense that you'd wished you'd 
asked about]. Uh huh. And even I find, see when we first got here my sister and I, this is 
one thing we did have in common, we wanted to be accepted. We had reached the point 
where we were disliked, abused even over there because of our religion, so we wanted 
ev r bod love us and like us so we did everything~ ~ckl as we could, to learn the 
Ian ua e earn the games kids p aye on t epf ayground, t~yn~ of ing,._And then 
of course it was shortly after we got here that the war became full blast. And I would 
overheard, I always said I was old enough to remember a lot of things and young enough 
to be spared-our parents didn't tell us all that had taken place. But we'd pick up bits of 
information as they were talking to our aunts and uncles, and I find when the five of us 
are together, something I am just sure as to how that happened, why the others will say 
'that's not the way I learned it!' and it's really frustrating, not asking older people more 
questions, relatives especially. [so no one knows who's right]. Yeah. And for a lot of 
years we didn't want to hear about it, we just wanted to hear good things. And as you get 
older you start questioning more of those things ... there's certain things that my parents 
and even my grandparents' generation considered private, which nowadays we would just 
think it's general information. I think an example of that is the adopting of a child, how 
closed, sealed forever is that child's biological information. Whereas now .. .it's basically 
encouraged that they be told, that they should make contact with their parent for health 
reasons. I don't know whether this falls into it but I remember when I was a sophomore 
or so I was taking business law and some laws didn't make sense to me, and I probably 
caused more arguments in that class than any other. But one of the chapters in that book 
emphasized the importance of having a will, and I shared that information with my 
mother ... well she was offended. I mean I thought I was being helpful, because they 
weren't that knowledgeable. But there they were with four or five children at that time. 
Of course they thought they probably didn't have enough assets to be worrying about a 
will but that makes it even more important, especially to provide for the younger 
children, which we were all ... but mother was really offended when I suggested maybe 
they ought to look into having a will. Well they did finally get one and when my dad died 
unexpectedly I think my mother was grateful that they had ... but insurance, now we 
automatically know you need to carry house insurance, life insurance, whatever, but I 
know Thomas' dad, boy he wasn't going to pay insurance because some agent was going 
to have him, he was just going to put aside so much ... you know so many things have just 
gradually changed and become more acceptable compared to what it was-[ sigh] seventy 
years ago . 
